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MINNESOTA, NORTH DAKOTA 
LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


The state library associations of Minne- 
sota and North Dakota jointly sponsored an 
institute for in-service librarians at the Center 
for Continuation Study, University of Minne- 
sota, October 11-14. 


The sessions were well attended by libra- 
rians from both states: there were 93 who 
were present at all sessions, 44 at half of them, 
and 414 who attended single sessions. North 
Dakota was represented by 45 per cent of 
-the membership of the state organization. 


The Institute program was divided into 
two sections: one on Children’s Work, the 
other on Administration and Reference. Two 
morning classes were held each day for both 
groups, while the afternoon and evening 
sessions were attended by both groups col- 
lectively. 

Prominent among those lecturing at the 
Institute were Miss Effie Power of Columbia 
University, who gave inspiring talks on 
various phases of children’s work, Charles 
Ferguson, Associate Editor of the Reader’s 
Digest, and Dr. Lyman Bryson of Columbia 
University who was the banquet speaker. A 
brief resume of the topics presented is sub- 
mitted below for both sections together with 
an account of the business session. 


SECTION ON CHILDREN’S WORK 


Miss Efhe L. Power, Associate Professor, 
School of Library Service, Columbia Uni- 
versity, opened the meetings of the Children’s 
section with a lecture on the “History of 
Children’s Literature,” which served as an 
introduction to the series of talks that fol- 
lowed. Bringing her material up to the 
present, she concluded with the statement 
that children are reading more widely and 
more intelligently than ever before, and that 
our problem now is largely one of book 
selection. 


Esther McGinnis of the Institute of Child 
Welfare, University of Minnesota, followed 
with a lecture on “Child Psychology as 
Applied to Reading,” which proved helpful 
in understanding how to deal with children. 
She grouped children into the pre-school or 
young child, the middle years, 6-12, and the 
pre-adolescent period; and gave the character- 
istics for each group. She stressed the point 


that children have emotional needs, just as 
older people have, and that these emotions 
are the means by which they influence others. 
She opined that children show their prob- 
lems by their behavior and that it is important 
for children’s librarians to understand this 


behavior. 


Tuesday morning Miss Power lectured on 
the “Problems of Book Selection” and gave 
some very practical suggestions concerning 
book selection and its aids. She advised every 
children’s librarian to keep an edition file and 
warned them to avoid obsolescent materials. 
Children do not always need the newest book 
published, Miss Power stated; she also 
stressed making the most of self-advertising 
among children. 


Dorothy Wurzburg, Children’s Librarian 
of Sumner Branch, Minneapolis, then pre- 
sented a list of 50 new children’s books and 
briefly reviewed each one. 


“Publicity” was the subject presented by 
Miss Power on Wednesday morning—pub- 
licity by means of the story hour, vacation 
reading, newspaper, radio and the motion 
picture. Every day service and a cheerful, 
attractive room are the best publicity devices. 
Duplicates should be kept out of sight if not 
read and the informational book should not 
be forgotten. Story hours are good in the 
library, but they must serve the purpose of 
being guides to good books. The success of 
reading clubs depends on leadership; and 
enthusiasm that can not be sustained should 
not be aroused. In conclusion she recom- 
mended giving book talks and becoming an 
interested member of the community, but not 
spreading oneself too thin. This statement 
was repeatedly made because she feels that 
the work inside the library comes before any 
outside activity. 


Mrs. A. K. Meader, State Supervisor of 
Puppetry in the Recreational and Educational 
Department of the W. P. A., next spoke on 
“Puppets, their value and use.” She followed 
her talk with a presentation of the new 
shadow puppets. The art work was exquisite 
and the high standard of her work com- 
mendable. 


On Thursday Miss Power concluded her 
series of lectures with a talk on “Book Week: 
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Plans and Suggestions.” Contact with adults, 
she said, should be considered first and then 
plans carefully made for the book week ex- 
hibit. In the discussion that followed many 
helpful ideas were suggested, some being: 
Open house, plays at story-hour, book fair, 
title guessing contest, and exhibits of all 


kinds. 


Margaret Greer, Supervisor of High School 
Libraries, Minneapolis, concluded the Child- 
ren’s section meetings with a talk on “Teach- 
ing the Use of Books and Libraries.” 


ADMINISTRATIVE AND REFERENCE SECTION 


Miss Jane Morey, Librarian, Duluth Public 
Library, began the Administrative and 
Reference Section program on Monday 
morning with a talk on “County and 
Regional Library Service.” This led to a dis- 
cussion of school contracts, a problem con- 
fronting many libraries in the state where 
county libraries have not yet been established. 
It was pointed out in the discussion that the 
work is being carried on at present with very 
insufficient financial support, but that in spite 
of this lack a library interest is being built 
up that will lead to the establishment of 
county library service. 


The talk by Professor Mitchell V. 
Charnley, Professor of Journalism, University 
of Minnesota, was very practical. He stressed 
the necessity of making materials sent to the 
newspapers real news material and not 
merely lists of new acquisitions. 


Mr. Luther Weaver, Instructor in Radio 
Script Writing, University of Minnesota, 
made a plea for publicity that would reach 
the people of the community, and by his 
questions brought to light the fact that 
various libraries were reaching part of the 
public by special window displays on the 
street where people would see them, and by 
calling attention of leading men to material 
that is related to their fields of interest. 


Mr. Carl Vitz, Librarian, Minneapolis Pub- 
lic Library, surveyed the development of state 
aid and certification all over the country as a 
suggestion of what Minnesota and North 
Dakota might accomplish. The discussion 
following the talk was quite lively and was 
concerned with whether state aid or certifica- 
tion should come first or whether they could 


be separated. The suggestion was made that 
Minnesota might put into effect a plan for 
voluntary certification in line with what has 
been done in other states. 


Mr. Lee F. Zimmerman, Director, Library 
Division, Minnesota State Department of 
Education, spoke on national and state 
planning in relation to present conditions in 
the state of Minnesota, and suggested the 
need for organizing to realize the objectives 
of the Minnesota Plan. 


Mr. Harold Russell, Reference Librarian, 
University of Minnesota, submitted a paper 
on basic reference books. The question was 
raised as to what should be done when the 
Subscription Books Bulletin was slow in re- 
viewing sets which librarians and the public 
wanted information on. There seemed to be 
no satisfactory answer. 


The paper on business services presented 
by Miss Adra M. Fay, Librarian, Business 
Branch, Minneapolis Public Library, was 
thorough and scholarly. 


“Documents and their use in the library” 
was presented by Miss Anna Heilmaier, Hill 
Reference Library, St. Paul. In the discussion 
it was brought out the improvements that 
need to be made in the teaching of documents 
to acquaint prospective librarians more thor- 
oughly with their value and use. The dis 
cussion on what the patron expects of the 
reference librarian raised the question of con- 
tests and the library’s part in them. 


AFTERNOON AND EVENING SESSIONS 


The afternoon and evening sessions were 
well attended. The section on remedial read- 
ing discussed this subject from four points of 
view, stressing the needs of all age groups for 
reading material, simple in form but on the 
intelligence level of the individual, and for 
special help for those who find reading 
difficult. 


The make-up of the book was explained 
by Mr. Frank K. Walter, Librarian, Uni 
versity of Minnesota, Mr. Burleigh and Miss 
Jean McCarthy on the staff of the University 
Press. The latter speaker indicated the way 
in which the University Press designed the 
publication which was included in the fifty 
best books of 1936. 
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One of the most popular speakers at the 
Institute was Mr. Charles Ferguson, Asso- 
ciate Editor of the Reader’s Digest, who 
spoke on changing standards of literature. 
He not only gave a most interesting talk but 
stimulated a discussion on methods of getting 
people to read in which many of the libra- 
rians took part. 


Miss Brenda Ueland, Minneapolis author 
and critic, spoke at one of the afternoon ses- 


sions and presented a strong plea for reading ~ 


of the classics. 


Dr. John G. Rockwell, Commissioner of 
Education, Minnesota State Department of 
Education, gave a splendid talk on the need 
for adjusting the library to present day con- 
ditions and to individual development. 


On Wednesday evening Mr. J. O. Modi- 
sette, Chairman, Louisiana State Library 
Commission, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, ap- 

; : oe 
peared before the session to discuss citizen’s 
committees and methods tending towards 
the organization of lay interest for the 
library. 


As a fitting climax to the Institute pro- 
ceedings, Dr. Lyman Bryson of Columbia 
University spoke at the dinner Thursday 
night on the political and economic condi- 
tions of the world today and the library’s 
responsibility in helping to inform and edu- 
cate the public to meet these conditions. 


Many librarians took advantage of the late 
afternoons to visit adjacent libraries, to re- 
new acquaintance with the University or to 
examine the new books on display in the 
Center library through the courtesy of the 
St. Paul Book and Stationery Co., and the 
University of Minnesota Press. 


The tea for Miss Power on Wednesday 
afternoon at which the Minneapolis Public 
Library staff association and the University 
of Minnesota Library School were hostesses 
proved a good opportunity for personal con- 
tacts. A large number also attended the tea 


at the St. Paul Public Library in connection 
with the book exhibit. 


Those who stayed at the Center during the 
Institute week were well pleased with the 
accommodations afforded. 


BUSINESS SESSION 


The Minnesota Library Association held 
its business meeting in the chapel of the 
Center on Thursday afternoon. Voluntary 
certification was discussed and it was voted 
to continue the committee of which Augusta 
Starr is chairman to outline a plan, and at 
the discretion of the Executive Committee, 
prepare to put it into operation as soon as 
possible. It was voted also to contribute fifty 
dollars to the Miriam Carey Memorial Schol- 
arship Fund, started by the Minnesota 
Alumni Association, and an equal amount 
for a Harriet Wood scholarship fund either 
through the Alumni Association or the 


A.L. A. 


The Junior members section made a report 
of its activities and was authorized by the 
Association to undertake a state directory of 
libraries and librarians, to be financed by the 
Minnesota Library Association. 


The executive board was authorized to 
draw up an amendment to the constitution 
providing for a special rate of membership 
for newly graduated librarians. 


Miss Gertrude Glennon who had served 
the Association as Secretary-Treasurer for 
the past eight years, and who had built up 
the finances for the Association from an in- 
debtedness of $100 to a balance of $500, felt 
obliged to resign because of other duties. 


New officers elected for 1937-38 were: Miss 
Jane Morey, Duluth, President; Miss Maud 
Grogan, Cloquet, First Vice President; Miss 
Grace Dorival, South St. Paul, Second Vice 
President; Mrs. Paul Havens, Secretary- 
Treasurer, to complete the two years remain- 
ing of Miss Glennon’s term of office. 
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STATE AID AND LIBRARY CERTIFICATION 


Cari V1Tz 


Librarian, Minneapolis Public Library 


State Aid and Library Certification are 
both questions under active discussion at the 
present time. In some of our states they have 
made good progress; in many others there 
are real approaches to satisfactory solutions, 
or enabling legislation is being considered. 


It is not the purpose now to state at length 
the case for either state aid or library certifi- 
cation nor is there space to present in any 
detail the provisions embodied in the various 
programs as adopted or considered for adop- 
tion in the various states. 


Approval in principle of state aid to pro- 
mote library development and of library cer- 
tification is assumed. We hope, however, 
against a rapidly sketched background of the 
history of state aid and certification, to out- 
line briefly the situation in its prevent devel- 
opment, and to call attention to the most 
helpful discussions and references for further 
study. 


The principle of state aid in education has 
been accepted from the very origin of our 
country. In the early days, state aid most 
frequently took the form of grants of public 
land. The state’s responsibility to provide 
education for all of its people is generally 
recognized in state laws and in state consti- 
tutions. Today, every state in the Union 
shares in the support of its public school sys- 
tem. The amount so contributed by the state 
varies from a very small fraction to 93° in 
the state of Delaware. The average amount 
for all the states of the Union is almost 25° 
of the amount spent on our public schools. 
Minnesota with 26.8% occupies slightly bet- 
ter than a midway position in the roll of the 
states. A few other states in which the state 
makes a substantial contribution are Cali- 
fornia, 48.9; Michigan, 32.2; New York, 
34.1; Wisconsin, 20.6; North Carolina, 68.3. 


Moreover, the trend is for an increase in 
state aid to schools. In the four decades, 
1890-1930, the amount thus provided has 
been increased in every state in the Union. 





*Paper presented before the Minnesota, North Dakota 
Library Institute, Center for Continuation Study, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Oct. 12, 1937. 





For 1935 the total in New York state was 
$100,000,000 and in all the states of the Union 
totaled $411,000,000. 

We will not go in any detailed way into 
the reasons for this tendency towards in- 
creased state aid in education except to indi- 
cate that it is due largely to two general 
changes, namely, the increasing inequality 
within states in wealth and ability to pay, and 
the increasing shift from the real estate tax 
to taxes on income, inheritances, corporations 
and sales, and other taxes collected on a state- 
wide basis, while the need for providing for 
all citizens of the state a satisfactory mini- 
mum of opportunity for education becomes 
increasingly important. 

Principles that should govern the granting 
and administration of state aid to schools are 
set forth by Strayer.1 Those interested are 
urged to study the nine principles enunciated 
by him. They are quoted also in State Grants 
to Libraries* recently published by the 
A.L.A. in a revised edition. 


We are familiar also with the principle of 
state aid in behalf of agricultural extension 
work, public health service, and roads. 


Likewise there is sufficient precedent for 
state aid to public libraries. Grants to libra- 
ries are not new considering the compara- 
tively recent development of public libraries. 
Massachusetts, in 1890, seems to be the first 
recorded instance. By 1896 we find Connec- 
ticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hamp 
shire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont listed in the states granting 
some degree of state aid. The amounts, how- 
ever, in this period were small and usually 
contingent upon the meeting of certain 
standards especially in the field of book selec- 
tion. Even so, the sum total of grants to the 
various public libraries in New York state 
has now reached a total of $57,000 a year. 
These grants, though small, did much to 
stimulate the establishment of additional 





1Strayer, G. D. Centralizing tendencies in the administra- 
tion of public education. Teachers’ College, Columbia 
1934. p. 112-18. 

2State grants to libraries and in related fields; factual ma- 

terial compiled for the use of state leaders. J. W. Merrill. 

Rev. A. L. A. 937. mimeographed. 35c. 
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library agencies and in setting standards. 
Their defects were that they tended to in- 
crease and perpetuate units too small for 
satisfactory operation, and the amounts 
granted were insufficient to bring about any 
real measure of equalization. 


Grants of state aid to school libraries have 
been both more frequent and more generous. 
By 1930 more than one-third of the states, 
including Minnesota, Iowa, South Dakota, 
and Wisconsin, were thus aiding school 


libraries. 


County library development has been pro- 
moted in a dozen states in this way; notably 
in California where there is almost complete 
coverage for the state through a series of 
county libraries. In recent years, Pennsyl- 
vania has made notable progress and is now 
appropriating $20,000 a year from state funds 
for the purpose of developing additional 
county libraries. 


Recently, however, we have entered a new 
phase of state aid to libraries in that the sums 
considered and voted are much more gen- 
erous and the point of view has shifted from 
aiding the individual library, no matter how 
small, to promoting an extension of library 
service to areas not hitherto served and to 
providing this enlarged service through 
larger units. This recent development is well 
characterized by the recent Annual Report of 
the A. L. A. Library Extension Board, “From 
planning to action.” ® Here is a record of 
notable achievement. Even where legislation 
failed of passage there is revealed a new 
appreciation, not only by librarians and 
library trustees, but by the community in 
general, of the need for libraries and of the 
need for equalizing library opportunities for 
all residents in the state. Recent successes in 
Ohio, Illinois, Arkansas, Vermont, and Mich- 
igan can, I think, fairly be attributed in great 
part to the planning movement crystallized 
in a National Plan for Libraries adopted by 
the Council of the American Library Asso- 
ciation in December, 1934. National leader- 
ship has resulted in local leadership on the 
part of state library associations in most of 
the states. A study of library needs and 
Opportunities and a concentration on plan- 
ning for state-wide library coverage and for 





‘Bulletin of the American Library Association. September, 
1937. Available also in reprint form. 


effective action to bring this about is typical 
today of state library associations. Minne- 
sota occupies advanced ground in this move- 
ment and winning of objectives may soon be 
expected. 


While we refer the reader to the Report 
of the Library Extension Board cited above, 
for details, it should prove stimulating to note 
here at least the amounts granted recently by 
state legislatures to strengthen the work of 
public libraries. 


In 1935, Illinois, $600,000 for one biennium 
Ohio, $100,000 for one biennium 
1937, Ohio, $150,000 for one biennium 
Ark., $100,000 for one biennium 
Vt, $ 25,000 for one biennium 
Mich., $500,000 for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1939, 

and each fiscal year 

thereafter. 


An annual state aid to libraries of one-half 
million dollars indicates indeed a new legis- 
lative valuation of public libraries. 


In Idaho, North Carolina, Tennessee, and 
Washington despite some real progress in 
other ways, generous state aid provisions 
failed of passage, as also in Illinois (after suc- 
cess in 1935), Indiana, Texas, and West Vir- 
ginia. 

But whether successful or not, the results 
in these dozen or more state campagns should 
greatly encourage us here in Minnesota. 
What has been accomplished elsewhere 
should be possible for us. We can study to 
advantage their legislative and educational 
campaigns and we can learn from their expe- 
rience what methods promise success and 
what mistakes should be avoided. In particu- 
lar, the methods and experience in Michigan, 
Ohio, Vermont and Washington may well 
be studied by us in Minnesota. 


Certification for librarians, in its recent 
progress, parallels that of state aid. Though 
it has been before librarians for many years, 
there has been a recent and sudden accelera- 
tion of interest. Library certification also was 
included in the National Plan for Libraries 
adopted by the American Library Association 
and its lead was followed by a large number 
of the states. 


As in many other respects, library develop- 
ment has followed school development. The 
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principle of certification of teachers is thor- 
ougt.'y supported the country over. Certi- 
fication is to be found also in many other 
professions and vocations, from medicine and 
law and architecture to those practiced by the 
mortician and beautician. 


In the field of librarianship, however, there 
has been up to recent years a surprising 
amount of opposition both legislative and on 
the part of librarians themselves. Again, cer- 
tification is found most often in the school 
library field. Twenty-three of the states and 
the District of Columbia have on their statute 
books laws providing for the certification of 
school librarians. Included are the states of 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. 
Wherever states have made requirements as 
to school library service and have required 
certification of school librarians the amount 
and quality of school library service have 
immediately shown decided improvement. 


In the public library field, ten states have 
general laws providing for certification. In 
several of them smaller communities are ex- 
empted from the provisions of this law, and 
in others such as Louisiana (New Orleans) 
and Wisconsin (Milwaukee) large cities have 
been exempted. In the recent Michigan state 
aid law participation in its benefits is con- 
tingent upon meeting the requirements of 
the state certification law. 


Ten of the states provide for certification 
for county librarians. In this group are in- 
cluded ‘California and Ohio. Sixteen of the 
states have no certification legislation of any 
sort. 


Certification of librarians has not always 
been accepted in principle by librarians them- 
selves. Sentiment has, however, changed 
rapidly in recent years and few if any state 
associations would now go on record against 
certification. Difficulty has been experienced 
also in convincing state legislatures of the 
wisdom of passing such legislation. To meet 
this situation seven states have some form of 
voluntary certification under the auspices of 
a central state library agency or of the state 
library association. Included in this group 
are California, Illinois, Indiana, and Iowa.* 


«Note: At a business meeting of the Minnesota Library 
Association held on October 14, 1937, the M. L. A 
approved voluntary certification. 








That library certification is in an active state 
of discussion we may judge from the fact 
that this past year in thirteen states bills were 
presented for legislative action or proposed 
for discussion at state association meetings. 


A library certification law is hard to draft 
especially as compared with similar laws for 
teachers. A teacher is easily defined; it is 
some one competent to instruct a class. The 
school load is broken up into proper teachers’ 
loads and every thirty or forty additional 
pupils means another teacher. In a library, 
however, much of the work that is done is 
clerical and there is no sharp or easy differ- 
entiation between professional service and 
clerical service. Staff members in their duties 
shade into each other all the way from almost 
wholly clerical to almost wholly professional. 
When a teacher is absent another teacher is 
needed to carry on her work. When a libra- 
rian is absent, however, her load is more or 
less redistributed among the remaining staff 
members, or her place often taken tempo- 
rarily by someone not of professional grade. 


In connection with any certification law, 
libraries will need to work for a better classi- 
fication of library service. It will be necessary 
to differentiate more clearly between the pro- 
fessional activities of staff members and the 
clerical activities of staff members and to 
organize the staff in such a way that profes- 
sionally trained and professionally competent 
people will carry on the truly professional 
work and that clerically trained and clerically 
competent people will do those portions of 
the work which can be best done by them. 
High standards can be required for both 
groups, but difference in training and equip- 
ment should be set as requirements for the 
respective services. 


Many other factors enter. Especially im- 
portant is proper protection for those already 
in service. For those wishing to give further 
study to the question the following references 
are recommended: 


REFERENCES 
STATE AID FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
State aid for libraries. Judson T. Jennings. 
Includes lists of references. A. L. A. Bulle- 
tin 30:75-79, Feb. 1936. 8 p. Also as a 
separate. 
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State aid policy questions; A. L. A. Bulletin 
30:887-91, Sept. 1936. (Statement by the 
A. L. A. Library Extension Board.) Also 
as a separate. 


*State grants to libraries and in related fields; 
factual material compiled for the use of 
state leaders. J. W. Merrill. Revised. A. 
L. A. 1937. Mimeographed. 35¢. 

*From planning to action; report of the Li- 
brary Extension Board for 1937. A. L. A. 
Bulletin 31:517-21, Sept. 1937. Also as a 
separate. 

See also the A. L. A. Bulletin in almost every 
issue for 1937. 


For LayMEN 


*The equal chance; books help to make it. 
32-page leaflet, with striking drawings, 
maps and graphs, in color, written for the 
citizen. A. L. A. 1936. 25¢. 

Libraries need state aid. A. L. A. 1937. Single 
copies free. 


Campaicn MEtHops 

Campaign material used in securing $600,000 
state aid book bill by Illinois Library Asso- 
ciation. Kit of mimeographed, plano- 
graphed and printed material. A. L. A. 
1936. $1. 

Working with a legislature. Carl Vitz. A. L. 
A. 1933. (Leads No. 2.) Included in IIli- 
nois campaign kit, above. Also separately. 


CERTIFICATION 


*A.L. A. Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship. Certification— A summary. Sept. 
1937- 

*Why certification? A. L. A. Bulletin 30: 
183-4, March 1936. Also as a separate. 

*Factors to be considered in drafting a li- 
brary certification law. A. L. A. Bulletin 
29:101-3, Feb. 1935. Also as a separate. 

Certification for college and university libra- 


rians. Charles H. Stone. Reprint from the 
A. L. A. Bulletin, Sept. 1936. 


References marked * are the most useful. 








APPOINTMENTS 

Leona Olson, Wisconsin °33, has been 
appointed librarian of the Albert Lea Public 
Library. 

Margaret Nordhom, Minnesota 731, has 
been appointed librarian of the Coleraine 
Junior College. 

Mary E. Williams, Michigan, has been 
appointed librarian of the Worthington 
Junior College. 

Elsie Schley, Minnesota ’31, has been 
appointed librarian of the Sauk Centre School 
for Girls. 

Harry Stritmen, Minnesota °36, has been 
appointed librarian of the New Longfellow 
Branch, Minneapolis Public Library. 

Florence Powell, assistant in the Moorhead 
State Teachers College Library, has been 
appointed librarian of the Moorhead Public 
Library. 





CHILDREN’S CATALOG 
This year’s annual children’s catalog, The 
Bookshelf for Boys and Girls, has recently 
been published by the R. R. Bowker Co., 
62 W. 45th St., New York City. Titles in 
this carefully selected list include not only 


those of literary merit, but also books with 
good type and illustrations. There are 700 
titles on this year’s list of which 250 are new 
and 450 older books. 





This number of Library Notes and 
News is published in two parts. Part 
II is a compilation of Minnesota 
Library Laws, and is being sent to 
school, college, institutional and public 
libraries. To individuals on our mail- 
ing list only Part I is being sent. 











COPIES OF PLAY LIBRARY SERVICE 
STILL AVAILABLE 

The Library Division of the State Depart- 
ment of Education still has available a num- 
ber of copies of Play Service and Bibliogra- 
phy which will be sent out to Minnesota 
libraries on request. This bibliography is 
an extremely useful tool and has a place in 
every school and public library in the state. 
Librarians should avail themselves of the 
opportunity to procure a copy while the sup- 
ply lasts. 
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MINNESOTA LIBRARY CONDITIONS 
AND OBJECTIVES* 


Les F. ZimMERMAN 
Director of Libraries, State Department of Education 


The period of the depression through 
which we have so recently passed is still fresh 
in the mind of every librarian here. We all 
remember how it sky-rocketed circulation to 
unprecedented heights. More people than 
ever before began to read; library facilities 
were taxed to the utmost in the face of drastic 
budget cuts and staff curtailments. People 
out of work, and people without hope for 
the future, came to the library in large num- 
bers to seek escape from economic plight in 
books. Others who had lost their jobs and 
thought that they might never get them back 
again searched the library for technical books 
which might open up new fields of human 
endeavor. Those were the days, if you recall, 
when technocracy, and the displacement of 
workers by ever new and better machines, 
was a common topic of conversation, heatedly 
discussed and seriously pondered over. 


The desire to read, to know, and to under- 
stand something about those forces which 
had caused the depression with its great social 
upheavals and maladjustments, was universal 
and nation-wide. It sprang not only from 
urban centers but from rural districts as well. 


These enormous demands by an awakened 
reading public confronted librarians with 
problems which they had never faced before. 
A fresh vision of the library with all its social 
implications was born, and with it was born 
planning. It sprang from the realization of 
the need for great expansion of all library 
services—for the extension of library service 
to the millions who were without it. The 
knowledge that approximately forty per cent 
of the people in this country were without 
suitable access to books and libraries spurred 
a new interest among librarians and various 


public bodies. 


The A. L. A. and librarians as a group 
were never unmindful of this state of affairs, 
but it took the depression, it seems to me, to 
rouse us to action. 


*Paper delivered before the Minnesota, North Dakota 
Library Institute, Center for Continuation Study, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Oct. 12, 1937. 


The A. L. A. assumed the leadership in a 
national planning movement by formulating 
plans, and the movement was gotten under 
way with the appointment of official national 
and state planning boards. It was actually 
initiated in January, 1934, when the Execu- 
tive Board of the A. L. A. appointed a plan- 
ning committee from its own membership. 

In June, 1935, the Council submitted an 
excellent statement of the need for libraries 
in its National Plan for Libraries. A few of 
the more significant statements noted in this 
plan might well bear restatement here. 


On THE NEED FoR LIBRARIES 


“To meet America’s needs there must be a 
new conception of the organization, func- 
tions and activities of the agencies which 
contribute to educational, social, cultural, and 
recreational interests. It is not enough that 
existing agencies simply be provided with 
additional funds. They must be expanded, 
coordinated, and adequately financed to pro- 
vide for every person from childhood to old 
age the opportunity and continuous encour- 
agement for the fullest possible development 
of personal ability and social understanding. 


“Every American citizen should have a 
publicly supported library near at hand, 
through which will be made available to him 
such printed materials as he may wish to use 
for information, self-improvement, scholar- 
ship, cultural advancement, and recreation; 
which will provide such aid in the selection 
and use of materials, and guidance in plan- 
ning and pursuing his reading, study and 
research as he may need and desire; and 
which will stimulate and help to satisfy his 
intellectual curiosity and reading interest in 
questions of current importance.” 


Our Existinc Lisrary SysTEM 


“American libraries are not properly dis- 
tributed or coordinated for the use of scholar- 
ship, for the general diffusion of knowledge, 
for cultural stimulation, or for providing rec- 
reational reading. The great libraries are 
largely concentrated in a few areas. Many 
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small libraries are so inadequately equipped 
with books and staff that they cannot meet 
the needs of those who wish to use them. 
Some states and some cities maintain several 
separate, independent library agencies serv- 
ing essentially the same population. About 
forty million people have no local public 
library service of any kind. Even the best 
libraries have not achieved the maximum 
possibilities of public usefulness. 


_“We have many libraries but we do not 
have a coordinated library system. Only a 
part of the population is served. 


“The inequalities of the present system, 
which leaves a third of the population with 
nolibrary service and another third with very 
little, must be overcome.” 


Tue STATE’s RESPONSIBILITY 


“For libraries, as for schools, the state 
should acknowledge and accept responsibility 
for the provisions of adequate service for all 
inhabitants. It should encourage the continu- 
ation and increase of local support, and 
should assume a part of the cost of local 
libraries, through state appropriations to sup- 
plement local funds, or to provide a mini- 
mum program.” 


Pusiic LIBRARIES 


“Each state should have a system of public 
libraries available for all its population. A 
comparatively small number—-say, five hun- 
dred—large public library systems might pro- 
vide better service for all the people in the 
United States than is now available except in 
afew cities and counties. Each system might 
serve a large county or several counties or a 
large metropolitan area. The emphasis should 
be on the natural area of interest, irrespective 
of city, county, or possibly even state lines. 
Each community would have a branch of the 
large library system or a community library 
federated with other community libraries in 
alarge system. 


“Laws permitting or requiring the estab- 
lishment of such library systems should be 
enacted in all states now without them.” 


The National Plan for Libraries gave im- 
petus to state planning groups all over the 
country. Nearly every state in the Union 
appointed state planning committees to sur- 


vey library conditions within its borders and 
to chart objectives leading to a plan of action. 

Minnesota like other states appointed a 
state planning committee to draw up objec- 
tives to meet the specific library needs of this 
state. The plan was approved and adopted 
in 1935 and reflects the major aims noted in 
A National Plan for Libraries. Some of the 
more important objectives stated in this Plan 
are the following: 


Lrprary ExTENsion AGENCY 

“For libraries, as for schools, the state 
should acknowledge and accept responsibil- 
ity for the provision of adequate service for 
all inhabitants. 


“To this end it is recommended that the 
Library Extension Division be given ade- 
quate support— 


1. To maintain a staff equipped by spe- 
cial training to exercise leadership in 
library development and operation. 


To maintain a lending library to sup- 
plement other libraries, and pending 
the establishment of complete library 
service for the state, to serve isolated 
readers and communities directly. 


Pustic Lipraries 
Objectives 
1. Equalizing of library opportunity 
2. Standards of service 
A. The Staff 
1. Training for professional work 
2. Salaries comparable to other pro- 
fessions 
3. Sufficient in size to permit efh- 
cient operation 


. Book Collection 
1¥% books per capita in a city of 
200,000 and over 
2 books per capita in a city of 10,000- 
200,000 
3 books per capita in a city of less 
than 10,000 
. Income 
Minimum annual income $1.00 per 
capita 
Attaining standards in state-wide li- 
brary service 
A. Because of the predominant rural 
population, state-wide library serv- 
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ice can only be attained through the 
County or Regional Library 


B. Further legislation needed for fu- 
ture development 
1. Certification of librarians 
2. Provision of state aid to equalize 
library opportunity 


UNIvERsITY AND CoLLEcE Liprarigs 


“The University and college libraries and 
other research libraries of the state should be 
closely coordinated (by voluntary cooperation 
and planning and with due consideration for 
their specific needs and resources) with each 
other and with the public libraries and other 
state library services to avoid unnecessary 
duplication and to increase (through photo- 
stat and other duplicating services as well as 
inter-library loans) the availability of needed 
books, manuscript and other materials for 
research to qualified research workers in all 
parts of the country. 


“Such service should be recognized as 
obligating the library asking the service as 
well as the library from which it is requested. 
In the case of extension students the local 
public library should recognize the claims of 
such students as members of the community 
while extension faculties should cooperate as 
far as practicable in suggesting or requiring 
in their courses books of community value as 
well as of educational expediency.” 


These, therefore, compose some of the 
major objectives which stand out in both a 
National Plan for Libraries and the Minne- 
sota Plan. To what extent do library condi- 
tions in the state meet the objectives of the 
state plan? This question may best be an- 
swered if library conditions in the state as 
they currently exist are measured objectively 
in terms of the Minnesota Plan. Such a com- 
parison is not only desirable but also impor- 
tant because it may indicate specific areas of 
weakness. It may likewise serve as a point of 
departure for an attack upon the problem. 


Time does not permit a full and complete 
analysis of all objectives of the state plan in 
relation to present conditions. Only those of 
special significance will be observed here. 

One of the objectives of the state plan, as 
we have seen, calls for adequate support of 
the Library Extension Agency. It requires 
greatly increased appropriations at the pres- 


ent time and an enlarged staff to bring neces- 
sary library service to people without books, 
and to provide supplementary book service 
to libraries with only small basic collections, 


It should be observed in this connection ( 


that the size and scope of the library’s general 
collection of 15,000 volumes (1,300 juveniles 
included) represents an unsatisfactory state 
of affairs. It is from this general collection 
that books are made up in small packages 
and sent to clubs and individuals. It is from 
this collection too that books come to supple- 
ment the needs of other libraries in the state. 
Teachers, especially in rural centers, and stu- 
dents in extension courses, also draw heavily 
apon its resources. 


There are 976,519 people or 38°% of the 
population of Minnesota today without 
library service. These people if they read at 
all must depend largely on the state library 
agency through its fixed or package libraries 
to supply them with books. But on a basic 
general collection of 15,000 volumes, many 
of which are old imprints, the numerous and 
frequent demands made upon it by the people 
in the state for satisfactory book service can- 
not be met. 


It is a sad commentary that in a state as 
educationally- and socially-minded as Min- 
nesota only $5,000 a year for the last bien- 
nium and $7,500 a year this biennium should 
be given to the state library agency for books, 
periodicals and binding. Many small cities 
in the United States of from 15,000-50,000 
people receive that amount and more for 
book service to their local populations. 


The Institute workers in the Department 
of Education are interested in developing a 
program of graded reading courses for school 
children in rural areas where libraries hardly 
exist. The absence of library units, even 
county systems throughout most of the state, 
makes such a program based on local support 
difficult to carry out. In other sections libra- 
ries already established operate on such re- 
strictive budgets that books in sufficient 
number could not possibly be supplied for 
the purpose. 


It is plainly the business of the state library 
agency, therefore, to provide those school 
children so situated with recreational read- 
ing, and to cooperate in every way towards 
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the furtherance of such a program. Yet the 
number of pupils without access to books, or 
only partial access to them, is so great that a 
fixed expenditure of at least $4,000 annually 
would be necessary to provide the books to 
cover such a program. On its present allow- 
ance of $7,500 a year this worthy project 
unfortunately must remain a theoretic objec- 
tive. 

Reading courses for adults are not only 
desirable and important educationally for 
pupils but also for adults. There is a crying 
need for guidance in adult reading at all 
levels of intelligence. Reading courses for 
adults, like those for pupils in the schools, is 
an expensive undertaking dependent as it is 
upon an adequate collection from which to 
draw. Considerably larger allotments are 
needed to build up the general reading col- 
lection, to increase the number of duplicate 
titles necessary for such programs, and to 
provide additional help to direct the work. 

A minimum appropriation of $35,000 each 
biennium is necessary to carry on the work 
of traveling libraries. This sum represents 
that amount needed for (1) Expansion of the 
Library’s small general collection of 15,000 
volumes; (2) Additional units for traveling 
libraries; (3) More basic reference books to 
carry on the work in that department; (4) 
Books for reading courses; (5) Periodicals; 
(6) Binding and rebinding and (7) Library 
of Congress cards. Even this sum is by no 
means sufficient but it does represent a figure 
barely satisfactory for the present if borrow- 
ers in the state are to be properly benefited 
and more people are to be encouraged to 
avail themselves of book service. 

The Library is handicapped not only by 
insufficient resources to effectively carry on 
its work, but the problem of an adequate 
staff with which to take care of the service 
demands exacted of it is unquestionably the 
most pressing and embarrassing one that con- 
fronts the state library agency today. 


Our circulation statistics covering a four- 
teen year period were recently charted on 
graphs. For circulation of books in package 
ibraries, a gain of 331°, is recorded for the 
fourteen year period. On another graph total 
circulation of all materials from the Library 
Division was charted. This graph may be 
examined and studied from many different 


angles, but its significance to the Librarian 
is the steady ascent of the line from 1926 to 
1936 without a dip. Over that ten year period 
circulation increased 109%. 


These graphs tell their own stories and are 
eloquent reminders that an enlargement of 
the staff is long overdue. While the combined 
circulation curve from 1926-1936 points to 
a 109% increase in the volume of work han- 
dled, the curve for the permanent staff over 
the same period remains a straight line. In 
that period of time modern library methods 
have undergone considerable change. New 
innovations have been so rapid and continu- 
ous that much larger staffs than ever before 
are required to give the kind of service which 
these new developments have brought. On 
the basis of the huge volume of work now 
falling on an overworked staff, it seems that 
some curtailment of our service will have to 
come. 

On the authority of the 1936 public library 
statistics for the state of Minnesota, there are 
191 public libraries. Of this number 133 are 
maintained by tax support or public funds, 
50 are maintained by Associations, and 8 are 
school libraries serving as public libraries 
with added support from public funds. There 
are 3 libraries in the state serving more than 
100,000 people; 11 serving 11,000-30,000 
people; 18 serving 5,000-10,000 people; 32 
serving 2,500-5,000 people; 53 serving 1,000- 
2,500 people. There are 50 others, libraries 
maintained by Associations, serving less than 
2,500 people. 

Thirteen public libraries in the state also 
serve as county libraries through contract 
with county boards. Out of a total popula- 
tion for Minnesota of 2,563,953, only 
1,584,512 or 62°% of the population is served 
by public libraries. On the other hand 38° 
or 976,519 of the population are without pub- 
lic library service. There are four counties in 
the state without a single library of any kind. 
There are also thirty-three other counties of 
the state with only one public library each. 
Of the 13 counties which have library service 
by contract with public libraries in incor- 
porated towns or cities, only 361,562 of the 
state’s rural population is served in this way. 

It is significant to note that of the people 
using public libraries in Minnesota, 54°/, of 
the population in towns of less than 10,000 
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are library borrowers as compared with 45% 
who are borrowers in towns of 11,000-21,000, 
and 32% in the three cities of the state over 
100,000 population. These statistics indicate 
that in the smaller centers of the state where 
library service, book collections and trained 
personnel are either partly or wholly in- 
adequate, more people collectively use their 
libraries than do people in the larger cities 
who are favored with better service. It natur- 
ally follows that our smaller communities of 
the state should be provided with greater 
financial support commensurate with their 
more extensive use of libraries. 


Minnesota’s public library book collections 
reveal another aspect of the picture. The 
A. L. A. and the Minnesota Library Plan has 
adopted the following table as a yardstick in 
setting up standards for public library book 
collections. In cities of 200,000 and over 
there should be 114 books per capita; in cities 
of 10,000-200,000, 2 books per capita; in 
cities of less than 10,000, 3 books per capita. 
If this standard is used to measure the 
adequacy of public library book holdings in 
this state, it is interesting to note that the 
average for the libraries in the third category 
—cities of less than 10,000 population—is 
only 2.1 books per capita. 

It is also pertinent to record that of the 
2,278,342 volumes in public libraries in the 
state, the Twin Cities and Duluth account 
for 837,425 volumes or 37%. The remain- 
ing 1,440,917 volumes must serve the read- 
ing needs of the people in smaller communi- 
ties in the state. 

The decreasing amounts given to book 
budgets during the depression seriously 
affected the book collections of all libraries. 
There were many instances where with- 
drawals of old books worn out in service ex- 
ceeded accessions. In fact the book stocks of 
most of the libraries in the state remained 
stationary. For the fiscal year 1935-36 20 
public libraries in the state spent less than 
$100 for books; 14 spent $200; 12 others 
$300; and 9g others only $400. A total of 
$210,445 was spent by all public libraries in 
the state for books, periodicals and binding. 


The average amount spent by each library- 


was $1,492.51. Or presented in more real- 
istic terms, for libraries in communities of 
over 10,000 people, exclusive of the Twin 


————__ 


Cities and Duluth, it was $3,418. But for 
libraries in cities of less than 10,000 popula- 
tion, the average was only $550. It is appar. 
ent that on book, periodical and binding 
budgets of that size few if any libraries can 
properly serve their communities. 


An analysis of book circulation per capita 
in the public libraries of Minnesota likewise 
points to inadequacy of book holdings by 
smaller libraries in the state. For the three 
cities in the state over 100,000 population, 
the average circulation per capita is approxi- 
mately 6 books. For 2nd and 3rd class cities 
from 11,000-50,000 population (the largest 
city of the state in this class has only 21,000 
people ) the circulation per capita is 9.4 books, 
and in cities of less than 10,000 population 
it is 8.3 books. These data indicate that in 
those communities of the state with a popv- 
lation of 21,000 or less, the average circula- 
tion per capita is 8.8 or almost 9 books. This 
is approximately 3 books more than the per 
capita circulation of our three large urban 
cities of the state. 

It might also be pointed out that if the 
population of the Twin Cities and Duluth is 
subtracted, 1,726,528 people in the state or 
76°%, of the population, have only 63% of 
public library resources to draw upon. 

This picture can only serve to emphasize 
again that in those smaller centers of the 
state where the tendency is to read more, 
there are fewer books available upon which 
to draw. 


And finally our survey of public library 
conditions in Minnesota is not complete 
without a glance at the fiscal set-up. 


According to law a tax of 3 mills may be 
levied for library purposes in cities of the 
second, third and fourth class. In all other 
places not already taxed for library purposes 
the levy is usually one mill and rarely three 
mills. 


In cities of the first and second class the 
assessed valuation of property assures get 
erally speaking a reasonable appropriation 
on which to operate. This is not true in the 
case of our smaller communities. Here 
assessments for library purposes are usually 
kept to a minimum, but more important 
still these rural communities are lacking the 
property resources for taxation. Monies raised 
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for library purposes are relatively small in 
amount and certainly inadequate to the 
proper maintenance and operation of a 
library; in fact so small in some cases as to 
preclude any possibility of decent library 


service. 


Of all monies appropriated for public 
library purposes during the fiscal year 1935- 
1936, communities of less than 10,000 people 
with a total population of 744,721 received 
only $361,913 for library purposes as com- 
pared with $990,584 for communities of over 
10,000 people with a total population of 
1,004,180. Or to put it another way, the total 
annual income for all public libraries in the 
state was $1,352,497 or $.96 per capita of the 
population served. If this data is computed 
on a different basis, the 14 libraries in the 
state in communities over 10,000 population 
received $1.19 per capita, while those located 
in centers of 10,000 or less received only 
$.73%4 per capita which is $.264 less than 
the A. L. A. minimum standard of $1.00. 


In the National Plan for Libraries which 
we have examined earlier in this paper it 
was pointed out that the state should 
acknowledge and accept responsibility for 
libraries as for schools by providing book 
service to all inhabitants. This necessarily 
implies an appropriation of state funds to 
supplement local funds. Our own state plan 
endorses this responsibility. 


The breakdown of our public library sta- 
tistics into urban and rural units has revealed 
glaring inequalities of book service and 
financial support for libraries located in these 
different areas. 


There are two possible expedients that 
would tend to correct or at least minimize 
prevalent library inequalities for people liv- 
ing in small communities or rural centers. 
One is obviously the consolidation of sev- 
eral or more counties to form a regional 
center, and the other is state aid. 


Regional libraries, while permissive by 
law, are for many sections of the state diffi- 
cult to establish. Taxation for library pur- 
poses is too low, and in some coterminous 
counties real property subject to taxation too 
limited, to raise sufficient revenue to main- 
tain even a regional library center. For ex- 
ample five counties in the northwestern part 


of the state, Pennington, Marshall, Kittson, 
Roseau and Lake of the Woods, have a com- 
bined population of 53,974. The total real 
property valuation of these five counties is 
$17,734,615. If these counties were assessed 
a one mill tax for library purposes they would 
receive $17,734. A minimum operating 
budget according to Professor Joeckel of the 
University of Chicago is $25,000. This is 
$7,266 under the minimum. Or if five other 
counties are likewise considered, Polk, Red 
Lake, Norman, Mahnomen and Clearwater, 
with a total population of 72,666 and a prop- 
erty valuation of $23,888,183, only $23,888 
could be raised for library purposes on the 
basis of a one mill assessment. 

The only possible library solution for 
people living in counties like these is state 
aid. Michigan, Vermont, Arkansas, Illinois, 
Ohio and North Carolina have recognized 
responsibility for library service to the peoples 
in their states by passing state aid bills. 
California has a system of county libraries 
which covers nearly the whole state. 

Minnesota is largely a rural or farm state 
and for that reason is fertile soil for the de- 
velopment of the regional library. But with- 
out state aid regional library centers and with 
them book service to rural people will hardly 
come. 

Minnesota has been one of the foremost 
states in the union to bring state aid to our 
schools. Adult education, which we now 
view as a life long process, will become pos- 
sible only if the state steps in to provide 
necessary financial aid for the maintenance 
and development of public libraries in the 
same way it has provided for schools. 

Moreo~er, we are living in a complex in- 
dustrial age where uncertainty and insta- 
bility seem to rule the day. People are con- 
fused and bewildered and are seeking light 
and understanding on some of the funda- 
mental issues of our time. For that reason 
alone, if for no other, the necessity for 
adequate book resources and library service 
becomes all the more imperative. 

As one of the objectives of the Minnesota 
Plan, something should be said about cer- 
tification of librarians. This objective in part 
has already been realized with the passage 
of a certification law for school librarians by 
the 1935 legislature. But our state plan calls 
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for the certification of all librarians and it 
should be our united will to secure a similar 
law for all librarians in the state as soon as 
possible. 

The modern library of today demands 
more exacting professional qualifications in 
its administration, and librarians as never 
before should be equipped with required 
training to give the best service possible. 

Another objective of our state plan is 
higher salaries for librarians. Statistical data 
on library salaries in Minnesota has not been 
compiled. If we had such data it would re- 
veal a shocking state of affairs. This infer- 
ence can be readily made on the basis of what 
we know in a general way about library 
salaries in all sections of the state. 

This matter of library salaries is already 
so well understood by librarians in our state 
that it should require little if any discussion 
here except to point out by way of emphasis 
the manner in which it affects librarians. 

Without assurance of a decent salary upon 
which to live, promising youth—the type our 
profession needs—will not elect to enter 
library work as a career. Library salaries at 
present are so low that many university 
trained librarians are working today for 
salaries which are less than those paid to 
typists with only high school education. 

Low salaries for librarians have also raised 
unfortunate professional problems. People at 
present employed who are anxious to take 
either advanced courses in library science to 
prepare themselves for better positions, or 
those now without training desirous to go 
to library schools, are unable to do so on the 
salaries they at present earn. 

It is not by accident that we have been 
called the poorest paid profession. 

Plans for Minnesota include provision for 
the coordination of college, university and 
public library resources to avoid unnecessary 
duplications, and to make available to every- 
one either directly or by extension materials 
needed by the borrower. 

All libraries in the state should strive to 
attain this objective. While it is true that 
some coordination exists between libraries 
throughout the state there is still great room 
for improvement. We should develop greater 
perspective along these lines which will make 


for inter library coordination of book re- 
sources and closer cooperation between 
libraries in giving book service. 


All libraries in the state should be brought 
together to serve as complementary units in 
effective distribution of books. Library 
service to people now without books, espe- 
cially those living in rural districts, is of such 
importance as to claim the combined efforts 
of such agencies as the state library with its 
emphasis upon traveling libraries; public 
libraries all over the state in a position to give 
supplementary book service, particularly to 
outlying districts; the University of Minne- 
sota Extension Department committed as it 
is to adult education; the University of 
Minnesota Library for specialized service; 
and the State Historical Society also for spe- 
cialized service. 

All of these agencies together with our 
college libraries, should be drawn into an 
integrated unit for rendering better and more 
desirable book service to citizens of the state. 

All of these library agencies should also 
find a way to cooperate with organizations 
like 4H clubs, Women’s clubs and others 
concerned with service to rural areas. 

Such groups are actively interested in pro- 
moting the cultural and social betterment of 
rural people. Movements like the rural 
theater, forum groups for discussion, musical 
activities, adult education extension courses, 
even debating, must necessarily draw heavily 
upon library resources to meet the needs of 
such programs. 

There are some serious deficiencies at once 
apparent in the status of library conditions in 
Minnesota when considered in terms of both 
national and state objectives. 

The public library statistics for 1935-36 
show that for the smaller communities of the 
state where borrowing per capita is heaviest, 
the numbers of books are insufficient, the 
financial support is inadequate, and book 
budgets are impoverished. More important 
still is the fact that 38% of the population 
are without access to books. The state has no 
regional libraries, and only 13 county systems 
which serve but 361,562 rural people. 

The Library Extension Agency does not 
receive enough appropriations from the state 
to care for the book needs of people directly 
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and libraries indirectly; and its present staff 
is too small to give the kind of service which 
the demands place upon it. 

Regional libraries while permissive by law, 
are for most sections of the state impracticable 
without state aid. 

Library salaries are a disgrace to our pro- 
fession. A certification law is needed, and 
closer coordination of all the libraries in the 
state is necessary for serving the book needs 
of the population. 

These then constitute our main difficulties 
from out of which spring a challenge to the 
librarians and people of Minnesota. It is a 
discouraging picture, and as librarians it 
rests upon us to assume the leadership 
through organization to correct these condi- 
tions and to crystallize the collective but in- 
articulate sentiment of people in our state 
who want books into a definite program of 
action. 

If we as a group want state aid for libraries, 
regional libraries, integration of library re- 
sources, better traveling library service, 
higher salaries, certification, and favorable 
legislation, it is essential that we organize 
and direct our combined energies towards 
those ends. The State Library Agency can- 
not by itself secure the realization of Minne- 
sota library objectives. It can and will lend 
direction to your efforts but that is all it can 
reasonably hope to do. The task rather is 
one to be undertaken conjointly through 
united effort and through collective participa- 
tion of every librarian. 

What should be our plan of action? How 
may we organize so as to attain the objectives 
of the Minnesota Plan. Up to this point I 
have not touched upon a plan of procedure. 
That should be determined by the State 
Planning Committee as a group with your 
help and advice. 

However, as a fitting conclusion to the re- 
marks set forth in this paper it might not be 
amiss to add that any effective program of 
action presupposes an organizational set-up 
that is practical, cohesive and workable. It 
must also meet with your approval or en- 
dorsement and inspire you to lend assistance 
where and when needed. 


It is likely that committees will be ap- 
pointed on Certification, Legislation, Friends 


of the Library, Publicity, as well as others, 
as a first step towards action. 


It might prove advantageous to have main 
committees like these appoint sub-commit- 
tees, especially one on Publicity, in all com- 
munities of the state to work in cooperation 
with the State Planning Committee which 
could act as a steering committee to direct 
the state-wide plan of action. 


If we are to make effective progress over 
the next two year period, it would seem that 
membership on sub-committees could best 
be made up from library staffs in one com- 
munity or at least selected from communities 
in close proximity. If the constituency of 
such committees is local the chief librarian 
might serve as chairman and round out the 
committees with staff members. 

While this may not be the best plan, still 
it offers advantages because it assures, first, 
a full committee membership when meetings 
are called, and secondly, it spreads the work 
of the committee over the entire staff so that 
it does not fall upon one person. The chair- 
man is enabled to direct the work with a 
minimum of time given to details, while on 
the other hand younger or junior members 
on library staffs could take over the actual 
work of detail and also participate in our 
state program. 


But regardless of how committees are set 
up, or what may be the nature of their work, 
we must enlist the support and cooperation 
of other groups and layman’s organizations 
to aid us in our program. Officers and 
officials of all women’s clubs, 4H clubs, edu- 
cational organizations and others too, should 
be contacted and mobilized in a concerted 
effort to win legislative understanding and 
recognition of the library needs of this state. 


These ideas on organization are only sug- 
gestive. The State Planning Committee will 
hold meetings in the near future to consider 
the best procedure. Of greater importance 
than any program is our own will to action, 
our own responsibility to assume the obliga- 
tion of effort which attainment of the goal 
imposes. Librarians of other states have suc- 
ceeded in writing legislation favorable to 
libraries. Minnesota librarians too can suc- 
ceed but only as we give ourselves to make 
success possible. 
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“THE LIBRARY TRUSTEE” 


By WiuiaM E. Marcus 





“The Library Trustee,” prepared by Anna Gertrude Hall of Davis, California, 
a librarian of long experience in public, county, and state library work, is published 
by the American Library Association. 

Intended as a handbook for the trustee—novice or veteran—and the librarian, it 
answers many of the perplexing questions which arise in the relationships of board, 
governing body, public, librarian, and staff. 

It clarifies the trustee’s powers and responsibilities, the board’s organizations and 
procedures, and problems of support and operation of the library. Principles involved, 
accepted practice, and authoritative statements are presented in answer to specific 


questions. 


book is fully indexed. 





An appendix includes suggested reading for trustees, material for the new member, 
bylaws, dockets, standards for public libraries, courtesies extended to trustees, etc. The 








It is possible that I have been asked to 
review this new book published by the 
American Library Association, The Library 
Trustee; because as a member of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the A. L. A. Trustees 
Section, I was among those, three years ago, 
who strongly recommended the creation of 
such an aid for trustees. About that time I 
sent to the American Library Association a 
book on hospital administration, in question 
and answer form, which seemed particularly 
well adapted to a book on library trusteeship. 


So much had been written on the subject 
of library administration for librarians that 
such material is thoroughly modern and com- 
plete. Practically nothing had been done for 
trustees since the beginning of the depression, 
and there did not exist any comprehensive 
manual specifically prepared for trustees, 
solving their problems as differentiated from 
those of the professional staff of a library. 
This book is the answer to that need, and I 
feel certain that it will become an essential 
tool for all trustees who take their responsi- 
bilities seriously. 

The Library Trustee has been created to be 
helpful in two ways—first, to serve as the 
major introduction to all new trustees ap- 
pointed to library boards, bringing together 
all the material which concerns their steward- 
ship and duties; and, second, to provide in 


1Hall, Anna Gertrude. The Library Trustee. American 


Library Association, 1937. $2.35. 


handy reference form authoritative material 
on all subjects confronting trustees. It is de- 
signed to help them avoid pitfalls which have 
hampered many libraries, and to give them 
the benefit of the best thought resulting from 
the accumulated experience and successful 
administration of libraries by trustees and 
librarians. 


As stated in the publisher’s note and pre- 
face, this volume “replaces the Trustee and 
His Library,” published in 1927, and is in- 
tended for medium-sized libraries serving 
populations up to 100,000, representing the 


bulk of the libraries of America. 


Just as books on medical and surgical prac- 
tice and technique become partially obsolete 
in a few years’ time, just so do books on 
library administration and practice become 
partially outmoded, especially during a 
period of violent social upheaval, as experi- 
enced during the past seven years. Doctors 
would not be content to practice medicine 
equipped only with the instruments and 
technique available a decade ago. Profes- 
sional practice, whether medicine or engineer- 
ing, is a continuing process of education and 
training gained by experience, new dis- 
coveries, developments, and study. Just so 
the art of administering successfully the 
affairs of a public library requires an attitude 
of mind on the part of the trustee very similar 
to that of the professions just mentioned. 
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The art of serving as trustee of a public 
library requires even more initial application 
and continuing education, because the trustee 
usually starts from scratch and has not spe- 
cifically trained and equipped himself for 
years to practice a chosen profession. 


The library trustee is essentially a director 
of a business, and his duties and responsibili- 
ties are in general analogous to those of a 
corporate director. When appointed to the 
position of trustee of a library, it is assumed 
that the appointee has been educated in the 
world of experience and thus become 
equipped with the attributes which make it 
unnecessary for him to spend years in pre- 
paring himself to serve the institution. How 
important it becomes, therefore, to have 
available in easily usable form in one book 
the accumulated experiences which have 
been found successful in library trusteeship, 
and which will supply much of the knowl- 
edge definitely necessary to administer the 
affairs of such a complicated business as a 
public library. It is almost as important to 
know what to avoid as what to do. This book 
has set forth the cautions and danger signals, 
as well as prescribed policies which should 
prove sound and successful. 


Medical and scientific journals are pub- 
lished to keep the profession informed of 


the latest discoveries and developments— 
that is, as interim reports between the pub- 
lication of new technical books. The various 
library journals perform a similar service for 
libraries, and it is definitely the duty of every 
library trustee to subscribe to such a journal 
and comb from it the material which will 
provide his continuing education as a trustee. 


Too much credit cannot be given for the 
vision and resourcefulness shown in creating 
this indispensable aid. It is the product, in 
important part, of trustees, in that it em- 
bodies so extensively their views and opinions 
and philosophies. It is appropriate and sound 
that it should be so. May I express for library 
trustees everywhere their gratitude to the 
American Library Association for this new 
book which will serve as a veritable bible 
during the coming years, and may I con- 
gratulate Miss Anna Hall upon her assem- 
blage of the material in such a skilful manner 
and upon her success in making it such a 
practical reference book. 


Mr. Marcus, president of the Montclair 
(N. J.) Free Public Library trustees, and a 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
A. L. A. Trustees Section during the past 
year, gave the foregoing review of “The 
Library Trustee” at the recent New York 
meeting of the section. 


LIBRARY BINDING 


The importance of good library binding is 
so well understood that it requires no em- 
phasis here. The point to be raised rather is 
whether librarians are getting the kind of 
bookbinding which they are entitled to 
receive. 

For several years past the joint committee 
of the American Library Association and the 
Library Binding Institute have been working 
towards honest standards in bookbinding 
and have accordingly set up minimum spe- 
cifications for a class “A” library binding. 


These specifications are printed below for 
the information of those librarians in the 


state who may not be familiar with them. In 
every case it would be to the interest of 
librarians if they specified a class “A” bind- 
ing when sending books to the bindery. 


In those instances where bindery orders 
are let on bid a copy of the minimum stand- 
ards for a class “A” library binding should 
accompany the order so as to permit binders 
to bid accordingly. Copies of these specifica- 
tions printed below may be obtained from 
Mr. John Archer, Chairman, A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Book Binding. 


When shipments of rebound books come 
back from the bindery, and in order to make 
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sure that they meet minimum standards for 
a class “A” binding, it is always best to send 
several samples from the shipment to the 
Library Binding Institute, 501 5th Ave., 
New York City, for examination and ap- 
praisal. The Institute will advise librarians 
if the samples conform to the minimum 
standard. 


By following this procedure librarians may 
always be assured of the quality of the work 
they are receiving on the money spent. 


MINIMUM SPECIFICATIONS FOR 
CLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDING 


SECTION I. REBINDING BOOKS 


1. Preparation for Sewing 

All books must be carefully collated be- 
fore taken apart to detect any missing or 
damaged leaves or any peculiarities of paper 
or construction that make rebinding inad- 
visable. 


All tears shall be mended through print 
with Japanese tissue, or onion skin bond, 
and all tears in margins with bond paper of 
suitable weight. 

All double leaves, maps, or inserts shall 
be set out with strips of bond paper, or equal. 

Books unsuited for oversewing shall be 
prepared and reinforced for sewing through 
their folded sections. 


2. Removing Backs 

For books that are to be oversewed, folds 
on the back must be sanded off with a sand 
wheel, or removed by taking a very narrow 
trim, not more than 1/16 inch, so as to leave 
all back margin possible. 

3. Dividing into Sections 

Books that are to be oversewed shall be 
divided into uniform sections, each section 
not to exceed .o50 inch in thickness, except 
flexible pulpy paper which may be in thicker 
sections not to exceed .065 inch each. 

All sections of books in which paper is 
moderately stiff are to be scored before sew- 
ing. (Extra stiff papers unless hinged must 
not be oversewed, but may usually be sewed 
through their folded sections after necessary 
reinforcement of folds.) 


4. End Papers 
Must have either concealed or visible cloth 


joints of muslin (or equal material) so con- 
structed that the sewing will go through the 
muslin the same as through the sections of 


the book. 
5. Sewing 

Most books having proper inner margins 
and suitable paper shall be sewed with thread 
by oversewing method, either by machine or 
by hand. If sewed by machine, all sections 
must be pasted. No oversewing shall ex- 
tend more than 3/16 inch in from the back 
edge of the volume, and no nearer to the 


head and tail of the book than ¥4 inch. 


An exception may be made of certain books 
(as little folks’ picture books, music, certain 
art books, and some reference books), which 
shall be bench-sewed through their folded 
sections. When such bench sewing is used, 
weak folds of sections must be reinforced 
with strips of bond paper; sewing to be done 
on three or more tapes or cords, with linen 
thread, usually one-on. 


6. Trimming 


All books are to be trimmed as slightly as 
possible (or untrimmed if so instructed). 


7. Edges 
Edges shall be sprinkled, stained, or left 


plain, as instructed. 


8. Gluing, Rounding, Backing, and Lining 
Backs of books shall be glued with ap- 
proved flexible glue, well rounded and 
backed, and lined with approved lining fabric 
extending to within 4 inch of head and tail 
of books, and well onto each end sheet 
(approximately 144 inch). 
g. Covers 

Covers must be made of heavy weight 
buckram or drill base pyroxylin coated ma- 
terial at least equal to the standards set forth 
in section 3 of these specifications. 

Covers must be made over hard rolled 
binders board, with uniform squares, in a 
neat and workmanlike manner. Binders 
board to be suited in thickness to size and 
weight of the book. 


The turn-in of pyroxylin coated materials 
shail be properly treated prior to pasting end 
sheets, so as to assure firm adhesion. 
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10. Casing in 

Books shall be cased in with Glycol paste, 
or equal, and pressed between metal-edged 
boards until thoroughly dry. 


11. Lettering 


Lettering shall be done after proper siz- 
ing (never with powder), in clear type of 
a size appropriate to the book, in style and 
position as instructed, using x.x.D. 23 carat 
gold deeply impressed to insure long ad- 
hesion to the cover; or at the option of the 
library, in approved colored foils or inks. 


12. Waterproofing 
All books shall be sprayed or treated with 


a preservative lacquer evenly applied over 
their lettered backs. 


13. Inspection 


All books shall be carefully opened and 
critically inspected for defects in binding or 
corrections in lettering. 


SECTION 2. BINDING MAGAZINES 


For the purpose of classification, all actual 
magazines, all publications issued serially, 
and all other volumes of comparable intri- 
cacy as to their binding shall be classified as 
magazines. Newspapers are as indicated by 
this term. 


1. Bending and Collating 
Volumes shall be made up complete as 
to pagination, title page, and index, and all 
incomplete or defective volumes reported. 
Inclusion or omission of covers, advertis- 
ing, and so forth, shall be handled in accord- 
ance with instructions. 


All double leaves, inserts, and folded sheets 
shall be set out with strips of bond paper. 

Volumes unsuited for oversewing shall be 
prepared and reinforced for sewing through 
their folded sections. 


2. Removing Backs 

For magazines that are to be oversewed, 
folds on the back must be sanded off with 
a sand wheel or removed by taking a very 
narrow trim, not more than 1/16 inch, so as 
to leave all back margin possible. 

Magazines that come wire-stitched in 
bulky “saddle” style, and which have ex- 
cessively narrow inner margins, must be 
split with a knife by hand (instead of being 


sanded or cut off) by way of preparing them 
for oversewing. 
3. Dividing into Sections 

Magazines that are to be oversewed shall 
be divided into uniform sections, each sec- 
tion not to exceed .o50 inch in thickness, 
except flexible pulpy paper which may be in 
thicker sections not to exceed .065 inch each. 


All sections of magazines in which paper 
is moderately stiff are to be scored before 
sewing. (Extra stiff papers unless hinged 
must not be oversewed, but may be sewed 
through folded sections after necessary re- 
inforcement of folds.) 


4. End Papers 

Must have either concealed or visible cloth 
joints of muslin (or equal material) so con- 
structed that the sewing shall go through the 
muslin the same as through the sections of 


the book. 
5. Sewing 

Most magazines having proper inner mar- 
gins and suitable paper shall be sewed with 
thread by oversewing method, either by 
machine or by hand. No oversewing shall 
extend more than 3/16 inch in from the back 
edge of the volume and no nearer head and 
tail than 4 inch. 


An exception may be made of certain 
periodicals which because of narrow mar- 
gins, or for flat opening, shall be bench- 
sewed through the folded sections. When 
such bench-sewing is used, all weak folds 
must be reinforced with strips of bond paper, 
loose leaves hinged in, and the sections sewed 
on four tapes or cords (or more, according 
to height of volume), with linen thread, 
usually one-on. 

Newspapers must be oversewed, and not 
sewed by stabbing or equivalent methods. 


6. Trimming 
Trimming must be to sample, or recorded 
size, where instructed; otherwise as slightly 
as possible. 
7. Edges 
Edges shall be sprinkled, stained, or left 
plain, as instructed. 
8. Gluing, Rounding, Backing, and Lining 
Backs of magazine shall be glued with 
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approved flexible glue, well rounded and 
backed, and lined with approved lining fabric 
extending to within 4 inch of head and tail 
of volume, and well onto each end and sheet 
(approximately 14 inch). Heavy and large 
volumes must be reinforced with tough back 
lining paper upon the fabric lining. 
g. Covers 

Covers must be made of heavy weight 
buckram or sateen base pyroxylin coated 
material at least equal to the standards set 
forth in section 3 of these specifications. 


Covers must be made over hard rolled 
binders board, with uniform squares, in a 
neat and workmanlike manner. Binders 
boards to be suited in thickness to size and 
weight of the magazine. 

The turn-in of pyroxylin coated materials 
shall be well treated prior to pasting end 
sheets, so as to assure firm adhesion. 


10. Casing in 
Magazines shall be cased in with Glycol 


paste, or equal, and pressed between metal- 
edged boards until thoroughly dry. 


11. Lettering 


Lettering shall be done after proper sizing 
(never with powder), using style of type and 
position indicated by a sample or rub-off, or 
in accordance with standardized patterns. 
X. X. D. 23 carat gold deeply impressed to 
insure long adhesion to the cover, shall be 
used; or at the option of the library, approved 
colored foils or inks may be used. 


Binders must keep necessary records by 
which uniformity of sets may be maintained. 


12. Waterproofing 

Magazine volumes shall be sprayed or 
treated with a preservative lacquer evenly 
applied over their lettered backs. 


13. Inspection 
All magazine volumes shall be carefully 


opened and critically inspected for defects in 
binding or corrections in lettering. 


SECTION 3. APPROVED MATERIALS 

1. Thread 
When used for machine oversewing, must 
be at least equal to the standard recom- 


mended by the manufacturers of the machine 
for its proper operation. 


Thread for hand sewing must be linen. 


2. Boards 


At least equal to the specifications set up 
for solid binders board by the United States 
Bureau of Standards. Thicknesses between 
.060 inch and .100 inch adapted to size and 
weight of volume bound. 


3. Buckram 
Equal to the government specifications for 
heavy weight buckram which are as follows: 
Fabric shall be made of cotton thoroughly 
cleaned and free from waste. It shall be 
evenly woven and free from an excessive 
number of imperfections of manufacture. 


Weight of finished cloth shall be 10 ounces 
per square yard. 


Weight of base cloth shall be 8 ounces per 
square yard. 

Thread count, threads per inch shall be: 
warp, not less than 99; filling, not less than 24. 

Tensile strength, strip method: warp, not 
less than 120 pounds; filling, not less than 
65 pounds. 

The following brands which have been 
tested and conform to these specifications are 
listed for purposes of ready identification and 
represent brands in general use. Any other 
brand will be listed by name upon request, 
provided its quality is properly standardized 
and has passed all the necessary tests of the 
Research Department of the Employing Book 
Binders of America: 

Holliston Mills: library buckram. 

Interlaken Mills: art buckram. 


Joseph D. Bancroft and Sons Company: 
buckram, legal. 


Western Shade Cloth Company: federal 
buckram. 


Specials Fabric Company: Saylbuck. 


4. Pyroxylin Coated Cloth 

Pyroxylin coated fabrics for cover mate- 
rials must be equal in quality to the follow- 
ing specifications: 

Drill Base 

Weight—ounces per square yard: finished 
cloth, 10; base cloth, 5.2. 

Threads per inch: warp, 62; filling, 36. 

Tensile strength—pounds per inch (strip 
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method): warp, 75; filling, 43; coating per 
cent, 46. 
Sateen Base 

Weight—ounces per square yard: finished 
cloth, 12.5; base cloth, 8. 

Threads per inch: warp, 100; filling, 64. 

Tensile strength—pounds per inch (strip 
method): warp, 95; filling, 80; coating per 
cent, 37. 
5. Leather 

This must be genuine goat skin (morocco) 
or pigskin, guaranteed free from injurious 
acids, and skins so stamped. 
6. Back Lining 

Flannel for back lining must be napped 
on one side, have a thread count of 44 in the 
warp, 42 in the filling, and a tensile strength 
of at least 42.5. 
7. Reinforcing Fabric 

For use on end sheets, must be equal to 


muslin that has a thread count of 85 in the 
warp, 75 in the filling, and a tensile strength 
of 51. 
8. End Papers 

Kraft paper of a subdued tint, basis 24 by 
36 sixty pound, with bursting strength on 
the Mullen tester at least 60 points. 


9. Gold 

Must be genuine x. x. p. 23 carat. (Foils 
and inks not specified, but must be such as 
will insure legible lettering during the life 
of the binding.) 


10. Glue 

For backs must be high grade flexible, 
equal to flexible glue approved by Research 
Department of Employing Bookbinders of 
America. 


11. Paste 
For casing in must be E. B. A. Glycol, or 
an equal non-warp paste. 


STATE COMMITTEE ON SUBSCRIPTION BOOKS 


One of the most serious detriments to the 
building of a good collection of library books 
is the purchase of sets sold by some book 
agents, often called subscription agents. 
Many of these sets are very expensive, some- 
times costing as much as twelve dollars a 
volume. When, in addition, the library does 
not need the books, the cost must indeed be 
reckoned as very great. 


The need for advisory service on sets of 
books presented by agents has been felt for 
many years. In 1930 the American Library 
Association at 520 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, started publishing a quarterly for 
the purpose of evaluating these books. The 
price is one dollar a year and if your school 
or public library does not have copies the 
Library Division of the State Department of 
Education will be glad to lend them to you. 


There has also been organized a state com- 
mittee of trained librarians which will from 
time to time issue through this office a state- 
ment concerning subscription books, espe- 
cially those currently being sold. They are 
not trying to take the place of the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin committee but rather 
trying to supplement and publicize their 
excellent work. The members are Margaret 
Greer of the Board of Education, Minneap- 
olis; Janet Lockhart, Librarian, West High 
School, Minneapolis; Della McGregor, Chief 
of Juvenile Division, Public Library, St. Paul; 
Marion Gratz, Librarian, Murray Junior 
High School, St. Paul; and Ruth Ersted, 
State Supervisor of School Libraries. 


We hope you will cooperate with us in 
helping to make Minnesota one state where 
book agents with expensive sets of doubtful 
value cannot operate. 





LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 





BIBLIOGRAPHIC MATERIALS 


EUROPE UNDER FASCISM 


Ashton, E. B. The fascist, his state and his 
mind. Morrow, 1937. $3.00. 

Borgese, G. A. Goliath, the march of fascism. 
Viking, 1937. $3.00. 

Brady, R. A. Spirit and structure of German 
fascism. Macmillan, 1937. $3.00. 

Carson, Sally. The crooked cross. ( Fiction.) 
Musson, 1935. $2.00. 

The prisoner. (Fiction.) Musson, 1935. 
$2.00. 

Christowe, Stoyan. Heroes and assassins. 
McBride, 1935. $3.00. 

Finer, Herman. Mussolini’s Italy. Holt, 
1937. $3.75. 

Gibbs, Philip. European journey. Double- 
day, 1934. $3.00. 

Gregory, J.D. Dollfus and his times. Hutch- 
inson, 1935. $5.00. 

Gunther, John. Inside Europe. 3rd rev. ed. 
Harper, 1937. $3.50. 

Henri, Ernst. Hitler over Russia. Simon & 
Schuster, 1936. $2.50. 

Huizinga, J. In the shadow of tomorrow. 
Norton, 1936. $2.50. 

Langdon-Davies, John. Spanish barricades. 
McBride, 1936. $2.75. 

Langsam, W.C. World since 1914. 3rd rev. 
ed. Macmillan, 1936. $3.50. 

Liepmann, Hans. Fires underground. (Fic- 
tion.) Lippincott, 1936. $2.00. 

Londres, Albert. Terror in the Balkans. Mac- 
millan, 1935. $2.00. 

Lorant, Stefan. J was Hitler’s prisoner. Put- 
nam, 1935. $2.75. 

Lussu, Emilio. Road to exile; the story of a 
Sardinian patriot. Covici, 1936. $2.50. 

Malraux, Andre. Days of wrath. (Fiction.) 
Random House, 1936. $1.75. 

Mitchison, Naomi. Vienna diary. Smith, H., 
1934. $2.00. 

Paul, E. H. Life and death of a Spanish town. 
Random House, 1937. $2.50. 

Peers, E. A. The Spanish tragedy. Oxford, 

_ 1936. $2.50. 

Priestly, J. B. English journey. Harper, 1934. 
$3.00. 


Sender, R. J. Counter attack in Spain. 
Houghton, 1937. $3.00. 

Silone, Ignazio. Fontomara. 
Smith, 1934. $2.50. 

Spivak, John. Europe under the terror. Si- 
mon & Schuster, 1936. $2.50. 

Schumann, F. L. The Nazi dictatorship. 
Knopf, 1935. $3.00. 

Tiltman, H. H. The terror in Europe. 
Stokes, 1932. $3.75. 

Whitaker, J. T. And fear came. Macmillan, 
1936. $2.50. 

The Yellow spot; the outlawing of half a 
million human beings; a collection of facts 
and documents relating to three years’ per- 
secution of German Jews. 1936. Knight 
publications. $3.00. 


(Fiction.) 





BOOKS ON THE UNDECLARED WAR 
BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN* 


The Conflict Itself 
“The Sino-Japanese Controversy and the 
League of Nations” by W. W. Willoughby. 


(Johns Hopkins University Press, Balti- 
more, 1935. 733 PP- $5-) 

An objective account of the events lead- 
ing up and subsequent to the seizure of Man- 
churia, interpreting also the action of the 
other powers and of the League of Nations, 
by one of America’s outstanding authorities. 
“Conflicts of Policy in the Far East” by 

George H. Blakeslee. (World Peace Foun- 
dation, Boston, 1934. 56 pp., paper, 35 
cents. ) 


A summary of the issues. 


“Clash in the Pacific” by T. A. Bisson and 
R. A. Goslin. (Foreign Policy Association 
Headline Books, Grosset & Dunlap, New 
York, 1936. 38 pp., board, 35 cents.) 

“The Twentieth Century in the Far East” by 
P. H. B. Kent. (Longmans, Green & Co., 
New York, 1937. 390 pp., $6.25.) 

A history of recent Far Eastern events 
by a former British legal adviser to the Chi- 
nese National Government. 

“Can China Survive?” by Hallett Abend and 
Anthony J. Billingham. (Ives Washburn, 

*This list of books was compiled by the American Council 
of the Institute of Pacific Relations, and was especially 


prepared for Publishers’ Weekly in which publication it 
originally appeared. 
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New York, 1936. 317 pp., $3-) 
An interpretation by two experienced 

American press correspondents. 

“The North China Problem” by Shusi Hsu. 
For the (Chinese) Council of International 
Affairs. (Kelly & Walsh, Shanghai, 1937. 
106 pp., about $1.) 

China’s case against Japan, by a well- 
known political scientist. 

The Situation in China 


“China’s Geographic Foundations” by Geo. 
B. Cressey. (McGraw-Hill Book Co., New 
York, 1934. 436 pp., maps, il., $4.) 

A readable and reliable “human geog- 
raphy” of China, explaining the physical fea- 
tures of the North China plain, its influence 
on the development of that region, and its 
relation to the rest of China. 


“The Great Wall Crumbles” by Grover 
Clark. (Macmillan Co., New York, 1935, 
406 pp., $3.50.) 

An explanation of what the Great Wall 
has meant in the history of China; the en- 
croachments of the outside world on China’s 
integrity in modern times. 

“The Dismemberment of China” by T. A. 
Bisson. Foreign Policy Reports. (Foreign 
Policy Association, New York, X, 4, April 
25, 1934. 12 pp., bibl., 25 cents.) 

Japan’s recent advance in Manchuria 
and North China as one of many foreign 
encroachments on China’s political integrity. 


“China’s Millions: the Revolutionary Strug- 
gles from 1927 to 1935” by Anna Louise 
Strong. (Knight Publishing Co., New 
York, 1935. 457 pp., $2.50.) 

An account of China’s recent internal 
history, sympathetic to the continuing strug- 
gle of the masses against both Chinese and 
foreign exploitation. 

“The Account of the Fortnight in Sian” by 
General and Mme. Chiang Kai-shek. 
(Doubleday, Doran & Co., New York, Sep- 
tember, 1937. 187 pp., ill., $2.50.) 

The remarkable series of newspaper 
gg of last spring, with additional mate- 
rial, 

“The Chinese Soviets” by Victor A. Yakhon- 
toff. (Coward-McCann, New York, 1934. 
296 pp., $2.75.) 


A history of the Communist struggles 
since 1927, and a description, based on docu- 
ments, of the Soviet regime in China. 


“China: the March toward Unity” by Mao 
Tse-tung and others. (Workers Library, 
New York, 1937. 125 pp., 25 cents.) 


A symposium of recent announcements 
of policy by Chinese Communist leaders. 


The Situation in Japan 

“Militarism in Japan” by Kenneth W. Cole- 
grove. World Affairs Books, No. 16. 
(World Peace Foundation, Boston, 1936. 
77 pp., bound, 75 cents.) 


The best brief introduction to the sub- 
ject. 


“Militarism and Fascism in Japan” by O. 
Tanin and E. Yohan. (International Pub- 
lishers, New York, 1934. 320 pp., $2.50.) 


A compilation of data about the relations 
between military, financial, and_ political 
groups in Japan. 


“War and Diplomacy in the Japanese Em- 
pire” by Tatsuji Takeuchi. Introduction 
by Quincy Wright. (Doubleday, Doran 
& Co., New York, 1935. 505 pp., bibl., 
$4.50.) 

“Unprecedented frankness and clarity.” 

Pearl Buck. 


“The Trend toward Dictatorship in Japan” 
by T. A. Bisson. Foreign Policy Associa- 
tion Report X, 25. (Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation, New York, 1935. 12 pp., 25 cents.) 

“The Basis of Japanese Foreign Policy” by 
Albert E. Hindmarsh. (Harvard Univer- 
sity Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1936. 275 
pp., bibl., $2.50.) 

An analysis of the internal pressures— 
population, resources, land systems, indus- 
trial organization, etc.—responsible for Ja- 
pan’s expansionist policy. 

“Militarism and Foreign Policy in Japan” by 
Eric Causton. (Allan & Unwin, London, 
1936. 207 pp., map, bibl., 7s. 6d.) 

An objective appraisal of Japan’s mili- 
tarism as an outgrowth of the country’s social 
and economic history. 

“Eyes on Japan” by Victor A. Yakhontoff. 
(Coward-McCann, New York, 1936. 329 


pp., ill., $3.50.) 
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A more journalistic but accurate, well- 
balanced and sympathetic account of present 
problems in Japan. 


“Japan’s Feet of Clay” by Freda Utley. (W. 
W. Norton, New York, 1937. 393 pp. 
$3.75.) 

A critical analysis of Japan’s internal 
weakness as a cause of aggression abroad. 


American Policy Towards the Conflict 


“The Far Eastern Crisis” by Henry L. Stim- 
son. (Harper & Bros., New York, 1936. 
293 PP-» $3.75-) 

A summary of American policy and 
recent efforts to secure an adjudication of the 
Sino-Japanese dispute, by the Secretary of 
State in the Hoover cabinet. 


“Principles of American Policy in Relation to 
the Far East” by Stanley K. Hornbeck. 
Department of State Publication No. 507. 
(U. S. Superintendent of Documents, 
Washington, D. C., 1934. 5 cents.) 

One of the few official pronouncements 
of Far Eastern policy by a member of the 
present administration. 

“America’s Stake in the Far East” by Miriam 
S. Farley. (Institute of Pacific Relations, 
New York, 1936. 39 pp., 25 cents.) 

A summary of American trade and in- 
vestment in the countries of the Far East. 
“American Policy in the Far East” by T. A. 

Bisson. Foreign Policy Reports. (Foreign 
Policy Association, New York XII, 22, 
February 1, 1937. 12 pp., 25 cents.) 

Other Foreign Stakes in North China 

“Foreign Investments in China” by C. F. 
Remer. (Macmillan Co., New York, 1933. 
708 pp., $5. 

Still the most authoritative book on this 
important subject. 

“The Struggle of the Powers in China” by 
T. A. Bisson. Foreign Policy Reports. 
(Foreign Policy Association, New York, 
XII, 10, 1936. 12 pp., 25 cents.) 

“China’s Foreign Relations, 1917-31” by Rob- 
ert T. Pollard. (Macmillan Co., New 
York, 1933. 416 pp., $3.50.) 

“Empire in the East” by Joseph Barnes, ed. 
(Doubleday, Doran & Co., New York, 
1934- 322 pp-, $3.25.) 


A symposium on foreign imperialistic 
policies regarding China. 

“The Far East Comes Nearer” by H. Hessell 
Tiltman. (Jarrolds, London, 1936. 318 
pp., ill., 12s. 6d.) 

An interesting if somewhat sensational 
forecast of the “inevitable” Pacific war. 


“War in the Pacific” by Sutherland Den- 
linger and C. B. Gary. (McBride & Co., 
New York, 1936. 338 pp., maps, $3.) 


A discussion, not too technical, of naval 
strategy in the Pacific. 

“Where China Buys and Sells” by Chas. K. 
Moser. Trade Information Bulletin 827, 
U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce. (Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Washington, D. C., 1935. 57 pp., 
5 cents. ) 


“The Far East in World Politics” by G. F. 
Hudson. (Oxford University Press, New 
York, 1937. 276 pp., ill., $3.) 

An historical appraisal of the semi-colo- 
nial status of China. 


“Russia and the Soviet Union in the Far 
East” by Victor A. Yakhontoff. (Coward- 
McCann, New York, 1931. 454 pp., bibl., 
$5.) 

“The Problem of the Far East” by Sobei Mogi 
and H. Vere Redman. (Victor Gollancz, 
London, 1935. 348 pp., 5s.) 

An analysis of the forces at work in 
China and Japan, by a Japanese socialist. 

It may be advisable also to have on hand 
copies of some of the better textbooks, such 
as: 

“A History of the Far East in Modern Times” 
by Harold M. Vinacke. (F. S. Crofts & 
Co., New York, revised edition, 1936. 556 
pp., maps, bibl., $6.) 

“A History of the Far East” by George N. 
Steiger. (Ginn & Co., Boston, 1936. 928 
pp., ill., maps, bibl., $4.75.) 

“Pacific Relations” by Walter S. Hoffmann. 
(McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York, 1936. 
539 pp., ill., maps, bibl., $1.98.) 

“A Political and Diplomatic History of the 
United States” by Samuel Flagg Bemis. 
(Henry Holt & Co., New York, 1936. 881 
pp-, $5-) 
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OUTSTANDING BOOKS OF 
1935, 1936 AND 1937* 
Fiction 
Brand, Millen. The Outward Room (1937). 
Simon $1.25. An extraordinary first novel 
presenting simply and with warm human- 
ity the regeneration of a sick mind. 


Cronin, Archibald Joseph. The Stars Look 
Down (1935). Little $2.50. Meaty novel 
of coal-miners and mine-owners in Eng- 
land, including a superbly dramatic ac- 
count of a mine disaster. 

Dos Passos, John. The Big Money (1936). 
Harcourt $2.75. Completing a trilogy, be- 
gun with 1919 and The 42nd Parallel, pre- 
senting the most complete and the most 
convincing panorama in fiction of Ameri- 
can life in the hectic 20’s. 


Edmonds, Walter D. Drums Along the Mo- 
hawk (1936). Little $2.50. Effective word- 
painting of somewhat earthy New Yorkers 
during the Revolution. | 

Farrell, James Thomas. Studs Lonigan 
(1935). Vanguard $3. Detailed report of 
the development of a youth on the streets 
of Chicago. Sordid and depressing, but 
intense and convincing. 


Foldes, Jolan. The Street of the Fishing Cat 
(1937). Farrar $2.50. Winner of the All- 
Nations Prize Novel Competition, this, the 
Hungarian entry, is the story of a group of 
post-war refugees in Paris. 

Huxley, Aldous. Eyeless in Gaza (1936). 
Harper $2.50. Concerning a thoughtful 
young man who grew to manhood in a 
period of war and economic turmoil, not 
easy to read, but a brilliant analysis of the 
dilemma of modern minds. 


Lewis, Sinclair. I¢ Can’t Happen Here 
(1935). Doubleday $2.50. An exciting and 
passionate story showing how Fascism 
might overwhelm American democracy. 


Marquand, John Phillips. The Late George 
Apley (1937). Little $2.50. This “novel 
in the form of a memoir” is a gently satiri- 
cal account of an old Boston family. 


*Edited by Charles B. Shaw, Librarian, Swarthmore College 
and taken from Good Reading, a guide for students and 
adult readers, briefly describing about a thousand books 
which are well worth knowing, enjoyable to read, and 
largely available in inexpensive editions. National Council 
Teachers of English, 211 W. 68th St., Chicago, Il. 
Price 20 cents a copy, $1.80 a dozen. 


Maugham, W. Somerset. Theatre (1937). 
Doubleday $2.50. Ironic comment on 
social and theatrical people in London, 
centering on an actress whose own life 
becomes a role. 

Mitchell, Margaret (Mrs. John R. Marsh). 
Gone with the Wind (1936). Macmillan 
$2.50. What the Civil War and its after- 
math did to the South is brought vividly 
to life in this really magnificent novel. 


Santayana, George. The Last Puritan (1936). 
Scribner $2.75. A philosophical novel 
about a young New Englander, providing 
a spiritual landscape of our era with its 
changing standards. 

Silone, Ignazio. Bread and Wine (1936). 
Harper $2.50. The flight, pursuit achieve- 
ments, and tragedy of a heroic young Ital- 
ian anti-Fascist. 


Sinclair, Upton. Co-op (1936). Farrar $2.50. 
A fictional exposition of the remarkable 
growth in California of workers’ coopera- 
tives dedicated to “production for use” and 
leading toward “the economy of abun- 
dance.” 

Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men (1937). 
Covici $2. The tragic drama of two Cali- 
fornia fruit-tramps who belong to the so- 
cially disinherited. 


Wolfe, Thomas. Of Time and the River 
(1935). Scribner $3. A sequel to Look 
Homeward, Angel. It continues the story 
of Eugene Gant through the years from 
1920 to 1925. 


Non-Fiction 

Anderson, Maxwell. High Tor (1937). Dodd 
$2.50. A play in verse, mingling fantasy 
and realism, with its setting the Hudson 
Valley. 

Brooks, Van Wyck. The Flowering of New 
England (1936). Dutton $4. An intellec- 
tual and literary history of the fifty years 
during which Boston was truly “the hub” 
of American life and thought. 


Carrel, Alexis. Man the Unknown (1935). 
Harper $3.50. Thought-provoking specu- 
lations by a world-famous scientist. 

Chase, Stuart. Rich Land, Poor Land (1936). 
McGraw $2.50. A survey of America’s 
natural resources and an account of what 
has happened to them in the past and what 





95 LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 





the government is trying to do in the way 
of conservation. 


Chesterton, G. K. Autobiography (1936). 
Sheed $3. The great and near great of 
England’s later 19th and early 20th century 
writers, celebrities in politics and other 
fields, are recorded by a journalist, essayist 
and novelist who was a sage observer. 


Childs, Marquis William. Sweden, the Mid- 
dle Way (1936). Yale $2.50. How Sweden 
has stabilized democracy through con- 
trolled capitalism and through high devel- 
opment of the cooperative movement. 

Coward, Noel. Present Indicative (1937). 
Doubleday $3. The autobiography of a 
brilliant and popular dramatist, with 
glimpses of famous people encountered in 
his exciting career. 


DuMaurier, Daphne. Gerald, a Portrait 


(1935). Doubleday $3. An affectionate, 
understanding, humorous, yet amazingly 
honest portrayal of a charming matinee 
idol by his daughter. 


Duranty, Walter. | Write as I Please (1935). 


Simon $3. Frank and pungent reminis- 
cences of post-war Europe by an outstand- 
ing journalist, particularly valuable for its 
shrewdly objective comments on Soviet 
Russia. 

Eliot, T. S. Murder in the Cathedral (1935). 
Harcourt $1.25. A drama made of a series 
of episodes dealing with the last few weeks 
of the life of Thomas a Becket, and end- 
ing with his murder. 

Freeman, Douglas Southall. R. E. Lee 
(1934-35). Scribner 4 vols. $3.75 each. 
Unquestionably one of the finest biogra- 
phies ever written. 

Gogarty, Oliver St. John. As 1 Was Going 
Down Sackville Street (1937). Reynal 
$3.50. Memoirs of and commentary upon 


Irish and English life. 


Guedalla, Philip. The Hundred Years 
(1937). Doubleday $3. The significant 
changes in western civilization during the 
last century summarized in some thirty 
dramatic episodes. 

Gunther, John. Inside Europe (1936). Har- 
per $3.50. A personality study of the 
world’s dictators by an outstanding Ameri- 
can foreign correspondent. 


Heiser, Victor G. An American Doctor's 
Odyssey (1936). Norton $3.50. Personal 
history of the adventures of an American 
doctor whose chief work has been in health 
education and the eradication of disease. 


Housman, A. E. More Poems (1936). Knopf 
$2. A selection of 48 lyrics from the un- 
published poems left at the author’s death. 


Kallen, Horace M. The Decline and Rise of 
the Consumer (1936). Appleton $2.75. 
A stimulating explanation of the growth 
of the consumer cooperation in America. 
Kipling, Rudyard. Something of Myself 
(1937). Doubleday $2.50. Fascinating ac- 
count of the author’s formative years in 
India and of certain influences in his writ- 
ing career. 


Langdon-Davies, John. Behind the Spanish 
Barricades (1937). McBride $2.75. Fac- 
tual, impressionistic picture of the class 
war in Spain by a skilled reporter who was 
a witness of events in Barcelona and To- 


ledo. 


Lindbergh, Anne Morrow. North to the 
Orient (1935). Harcourt $2.50. A thought- 
ful young woman’s viewpoint on the glam- 
orous contrasts between remote places and 
modern aviation. 


Ludwig, Emil. The Nile (1937). Viking $5. 
A geographical biography which interprets 
the historical personality of the river. 

Millis, Walter. Road to War (1935). Hough- 
ton $3. An analysis of the psychological 
forces back of our entry into the World 
War which traces in detail the trends of 
thought in the U. S. from 1914 to 1917. 

Peattie, Donald Culross. Green Laurels 
(1936). Simon $3.75. Biographical sketches 
of some of the great naturalists from Mal- 
pighi to Fabre. 

Rourke, Constance. Audubon (1936). Har- 
court $3. This biography describes all 
sides of Audubon’s life and activities as 
naturalist, artist and woodsman, and shows 
his place in American history. 

Sandburg, Carl. The People, Yes (1936). 
Harcourt $2.50. Vigorous, colloquial po- 
ems celebrating the strength and satirizing 
the weaknesses of average Americans. 

Walker, Charles Rumford. American City 
(1937). Farrar $2.50. A rank-and-file his- 
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tory of Minneapolis from frontier through 
“empire builders” to a restrained radical- 
ism. 





STORIES OF THE EARTH 

Aldrich, B. S. A Lantern in Her Hand. 
Appleton, 1928. $2.00. 

Allen, J. L. The Choir Invisible. Macmillan, 
$2.50. 

Bojer, Johan. The Emigrants. Century, 1925. 
$2.00. 

Buck, Pearl. 4 House of Earth. Reynal, 
1935. $3.75. Trilogy including The Good 
Earth, 1931; Sons, 1932; and A House 
Divided, 1935. 

Carroll, G. H. As the Earth Turns. Macmil- 
lan, 1933. $2.50. 

Cather, Willa. My Antonia. Houghton, 1926. 
$2.50. 

...O Pioneers! Houghton, 1913. $2.00. 

Davis, Harold. Honey in the Horn. Harper, 
1935. $2.50. 

Ferber, Edna. So Big. Doubleday, 1924. 
$2.00. 

Gulbranssen, Trygve. Beyond Sing the 
Woods. Putnam, 1936. $2.50. 

... The Wind from the Mountains. Putnam, 
1937. $2.50. 

Hamsun, Knut. Growth of the Soil. Knopf, 
1923. $2.50. 

Hardy, Thomas. Far From the Madding 

' Crowd. Harper. $2.50. 

Return of the Native. Harper. $2.50. 

Hemon, Louis. Marie Chapdelaine. Mac- 
millan, 1921. $2.50. 

Miller, Caroline. Lamb in His 
Harper, 1933. $2.00. 

Nizovoy, Paul. The Ocean. Harper, 1936. 
$2.50. 

Ostenso, Martha. Wild Geese. Dodd, 1925. 
$2.00. 

Reymont, W. S. The Peasants. 4v. Knopf, 
1925. $2.50 ea. 

Roberts, E. M. The Great Meadow. Viking, 
1930. $2.50. 

Rolvaag, O. E. Giants in the Earth. Harper, 
1927. $2.50. 

Rose, Hilda. Stump Farm. Little, 1928. 
$2.00. 

Sandoz, Mari. Old Jules. Little, 1935. $3.00. 


Bosom. 


LIBRARY AIDS 


Dickinson, Asa Don. The best books of the 
decade: 1926-1935. Wilson, 1937. $1.60. 
“A book for everyone interested in mod- 
ern literature. It represents a consensus of 
opinion of 102 authoritative judges — and 
hence is unbiased by personal opinion. It is 
arranged alphabetically according to author. 
Identifying facts about each author are given, 
followed by a brief description, criticism, and 
rating of each book.”—Wilson Bulletin. 


Ingles, May, and McCague, Anna. Teaching 
the use of books and libraries. 2d ed. rev. 
Wilson, 1937. $1.80. 


A general teachers’ manual for library 
instructions. The first edition was a comple- 
ment to Library Key by Zaidee Brown. The 
revised edition follows largely the previous 
edition although the text for most of the 
work has been rewritten and brought up-to- 
date to meet the needs of changing methods 
in teaching. 


Loizeaux, Marie D. Publicity primer: an 
A B C of “Telling all” about the public 
library. Wilson, 1937. .60. 


“A practical study for library assistants 
or those whose job it is to bring the library, 
with its services and advantages, more prom- 
inently before the public. Topics covered are 
Publicity, what and what for; Publicity be- 
gins at home; But who’s going to do it?; 
Planning the program; Publicity angles; 
Budget tactics; Talks; Getting into print; 
Lists and bookmarks; Book exhibits; Posters, 
window displays; Exhibits; Moving pictures; 
Radio; Operas and Symphonies; Lectures; 
Discussions; Publicity records. It also in- 
cludes a brief bibliography and index.”— 
Wilson Bulletin. 


Russell, Harold G., Fleming, Thomas P., and 
Moen, Blanche. Use of books and libraries. 
U. of Minnesota press. 1937. .75. 

“Concise syllabus for an elementary non- 
professional course in the use of the library. 

Contains annotated lists of reference books in 

every field of knowledge. Fourth edition 

thoroughly revised and brought up-to-date.” 

—Wilson Bulletin. 


Hill, Ruth A., and De Bondeli, Elsa, comps. 
Children’s books from foreign languages. 
Wilson, 1937. $1.35. 
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“This bibliography is an attempt to show 
what foreign children’s books have been 
translated into the English language. It will 
be of service to the children’s librarian, to the 
American publisher of children’s books, and 
to students of children’s literature. The 
arrangement is by country, beginning with 
Africa, ending with Yugoslavia, and includ- 
ing thirty-nine lands among which are found 
the Arctic regions, Armenia, Finland, Java, 
Polynesia, Roumania and Turkey.”—Wilson 
Bulletin. 

Hottes, A. C. 1001 Christmas facts and fan- 
cies. De La Mare, 1937. $2.50. 

A handy reference tool to meet many 
requests for Christmas needs. Contains ma- 
terial on Christmas decorations, Christmas 
carols, cards, toasts, tree legends, as well as 
many other things. 





SOME RECENT STATE DOCUMENTS 
Boarp oF Controt. Children’s Bureau. Di- 
rectory of maternity hospitals, infant 
homes, agencies receiving and placing chil- 
dren, licensed or certified by the state board 


of control, 1937. 23p. t 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, Dairy AND 
Foon. Bulletin No. 24. Minnesota crop 
and livestock statistics. June, 1937. 84p. 
(In co-operation with the United States 
department of agriculture, Bureau of agri- 
cultural economics. ) 


...Consumers’ cooperation in Minnesota, by 
Russel Lewis and Maurice Seashore. 
April, 1937. 117p. Mimeographed. (A 
report on project no. 3828 conducted under 
the auspices of the Works progress admin- 
istration. ) 


...Credit unions in Minnesota, by Russel 
Lewis and Clyde Buell. April, 1937. 127p. 
Mimeographed. (Published by the Minne- 
sota credit union league as cooperating 
sponsor and the Minnesota department of 
agriculture, dairy and food as legal spon- 
sor. A report on project no. 3828 conducted 
under the auspices of the Works progress 
administration. ) 

....Minnesota creameries, cheese and ice 
cream factories, milk plants and canneries, 
1936. 34p. 

DEPARTMENT OF CoNsERVATION. Tourist Bu- 
reau. Away to wilderness solitude [28] p. 


HicHway DeparTMENT. 1937 map of Min- 
nesota showing trunk highway system. 


37 X 31 inches. 


INpustTRIAL Commission. Employment Serv- 
ice. Monthly employment bulletin, Janu- 
ary, February, 1937. 2 ns. Mimeographed. 

PLANNING Boarp. List of maps and charts. 
June, 1937. 52p. Mimeographed. 

...Committee on Education. Report on 
school district organization. May, 1937. 
3Ip- 

...Committee on Social Security and Public 
Welfare. Summary report. May, 1937. 26p. 

Tax Commission. Statement showing the 
amount of uncollected taxes for 1935, with 
percentage of total levy for that year, total 
1934 taxes uncollected as of January 1, 
1937, and total of all taxes uncollected; 
also comparative figures for 1936, 1933, 
and 1929. Broadside. 


SUPPLEMENT, 1929—MAakcH, 1937 


Boarp oF Controt. Children’s Bureau. Com- 
pilation of the laws of Minnesota relating 
to children, 1935. 258p. 





CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


Thirty-one noteworthy children’s books of 
the year, selected by two authorities on child- 
ren’s literature, are listed in “Recent Child- 
ren’s Books” published by the American 
Library Association. 


These new books which are recommended 
for children’s reading include many late fall 
titles and were selected from hundreds of 
1937 titles carefully examined by Nora Beust 
of the University of North Carolina, nation- 
ally recognized authority on children’s books 
recently named book review editor of the 
“American Girl” magazine, and Mildred L. 
Batchelder, specialist on the staff of the Asso- 
ciation’s school and children’s library divi- 
sion. Each of the books chosen is briefly 
described. 

“Recent Children’s Books” has been pub- 
lished annually since 1925 especially to guide 
parents and children in their choice of books 
for home book-shelves and library reading. 
Each year more than 50,000 copies are dis- 
tributed by libraries, schools, and _parent- 

The documents listed herein generally may be obtained 


by writing to the departments which publish them. Items 
marked with a f are not available for free distribution. 
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teacher organizations during Book Week and 
the weeks preceding Christmas. 


The list of books follows: 


For YouNGER CHILDREN 
“Seven Simeons” by Artzybasheff. (Viking, 
$2.) 
“Castle Number 
(Viking, $2.) 
“Shawneen and the Gander” by Bennett. 
(Doubleday, $2.) 

“The Wonder World of Ants” by Bronson. 
(Harcourt, $1.50.) 

“Alice-All-By-Herself” by Coatsworth. (Mac- 
millan, $2.) 

“Petite Suzanne” by De Angeli. (Double- 
day, $2.) 

“Riema” by Elliot. (Knopf, $2.) 

“Red Feather” by Fischer. (Modern Age 
Books. Paper 25c; cloth 5o0c.) 

“Four & Twenty Blackbirds” by Fish. 
(Stokes, $1.50.) 

“Little Miss Cappo” by Gaither. 


millan, $2.) 


Nine” 


by Bemelmans. 


(Mac- 


“Sakimura” by Gay. (Viking, $1.50.) 
“Once Upon a Time in Egypt” by Gere. 
(Longmans, $2.) 


“A Little Shepherd’s Trust” by Hughes. 
(Oxford, 75c.) 


“Susan, Beware!” by Hunt. (Stokes, $1.75.) 


“A-Going to the Westward” by Lenski. 
(Stokes, $2.) 

“Pigeon Post” by Ransome. (Lippincott, 
$2.) 

“Red Jungle Boy” by Steen. (Harcourt, $2.) 

“High Water” by Stong. (Dodd, $2.) 

“Sebastian Bach” by Wheeler and Deucher. 
(Dutton, $2.) 

For Otper CHILDREN 

“Homespun” by Berry, pseud. (Lothrop, 
$2.) 

“Pecos Bill,’ by Bowman. 
$2.50.) 

“No Other White Men” by Davis. (Dutton, 
$2.) 

“Smoke Blows West” by Fernald. (Long- 
mans, $2.) 

“A World Within a School” by Kinloch. 
(Random, $2.) 

“Footlights Afloat” by Knox. (Doubleday, 
$2.) 

“College in Crinoline” by Medary. (Long- 
mans, $2.) 


“The Lost Queen of Egypt” by Morrison. 
(Stokes, $2.50.) 


(Whitman, 


“Vinny Applegay” by Parton. (Viking, $2.) 


“Jasmine” by Ratzesberger. (Whitman, $2.) 
“Bright Island” by Robinson. (Random, $2.) 
“White Wind” by Ross. (Harper, $2.) 


LIBRARY SPECIALISTS APPOINTED TO OFFICE OF EDUCATION STAFF 


Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes today announced the appointment 
of three library specialists to the staff of the Department of the Interior, Office 


of Education. 


The Secretary approved the selection from Civil Service Commission registers 
of Ralph Dunbar, Assistant Librarian, Iowa State College, to be chief of the 
Library Service Division, Miss Edith Gantt, of Fairfield, Solano County, Califor- 
nia, named Specialist in Public Libraries, and Miss Nora Beust, of Chapel Hill, 


appointed Specialist in School Libraries. 


The three librarians, who will develop and promote better library service 
throughout the United States for both young people and adults, come to the Office 
of Education with outstanding experience in library science and administration. 
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PREFACE 


Public officials, library boards, school superintend- 
ents, and laymen’s groups interested in establishing 
libraries, have long felt the need for a reference source 
to the library laws of the state of Minnesota. 


As a supplement to Volume 12, Number 4, of its 


library quarterly, Library Notes and News, the 
Library Division of the State Department of Educa- 
tion is making this compilation available in response 
to that need. 


The appended subject index should serve as a use- 
ful tool in locating material in the main body. 





LIBRARY LAWS OF MINNESOTA 


(Section numbers refer to Mason’s Minnesota Statutes of 1927 unless otherwise indicated.) 


Il. STATE LIBRARY 


Sec. 141. Justices to govern library—The state library, as now constituted, with all 
future additions thereto, shall be maintained in the capitol under the supervision of the 
justices of the supreme court. They shall direct such purchases of books, pamphlets, and 
documents therefor, and such sales and exchanges therefrom, as they may deem best. They 
shall also adopt rules for the government of the library and the management of its affairs, 
and prescribe penalties for their violation, which rules shall be conspicuously posted in the 
library rooms. 


Sec. 142. Librarian—The official term of the state librarian appointed by the governor 
shall be two years and until his successor qualifies. He shall give bond to the state in at least 
two thousand dollars, to be approved by the governor, conditioned for the faithful perform- 
ance of his official duties. He may appoint an assistant librarian to serve during his term, who 
shall perform his duties when he is absent or disabled, but such appointment shall not take 
effect until approved by the justices. He may also employ, from time to time, with the 
approval of the justices, such clerical and other assistants as may be necessary, and for whose 
compensation provision shall have been made by law. 


Sec. 143. Duties—The librarian shall have charge of the library rooms and property, 
and attend, under the direction of the justices, to all purchases, exchanges, and sales; and the 
public printer shall forward such public documents of the state as the librarian may desire to 
send to designated institutions and officials of other states for purposes of exchange. He shall 
obey and enforce the rules prescribed for the government of the library and its affairs, and 


collect, by action in his name, if necessary, all damages from injury to or retention of library 
property, and all fines imposed for violation of the rules. 


Sec. 144. Records—He shall keep a detailed chronological record of all purchases, 
exchanges, and sales, and of all additions to the library by gift, purchase, or exchange, respec- 
tively; also a like account of all amounts collected as damages, fines, or from other sources, and 
of all expenditures made. Such records and accounts shall be open to public inspection, and 
be transferred to his successor. All moneys collected shall be paid into the treasury, and added 
to the library appropriation for the current year. 


Sec. 145. Public documents—All official publications of the United States, and of other 
states and countries, which are received for the use of this state by any officer thereof, shall 
be deposited in the state library forthwith; and two copies of each official book or pamphlet 
issued by the state shall be preserved therein. 


Il. MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Sec. 8008-1. Custodianship of records, etc., by Minnesota Historical Society—Copies 
as evidence—The Minnesota Historical Society is hereby authorized to receive and is made 
the custodian of such records, files, documents, books, and papers as may be turned over to it 
from any of the public offices of the state, including state, county, city, village and township 
offices. It shall provide for their preservation, classification, arranging, and indexing, so that 
they may be made available for the use of the public. Copies of all such papers, documents, 
files, and records, when made out and certified to by the superintendent of said society, shall 
be admitted as evidence in all courts, with the same effect as if certified to by the original 
custodian thereof. 


Sec. 8008-2. Same—Records, etc., how transferred to society—Any public official is 
hereby authorized, upon the conditions hereinafter provided, to turn over to the said society, 
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such records, files, documents, books, and papers in his custody as are not in current use 
whenever said society is prepared to receive and care for them; provided, however, that said 
society shall present to such official a petition or application in which such records, files, 
documents, books or papers shall be described in terms sufficient to identify the same, and 
which said petition shall be approved by the governor, in case of a state officer, the board of 
county commissioners, in case of a county officer, and by the governing body of any city, 
village or town in case of a city, village or town officer, and which said application shall be 
filed in the office from which such records, files, documents, books or papers have been turned 
over to said society; provided, also, that this act shall not repeal or annul the provisions of 
section 134 of the General Statutes of 1913. 


Ill. LIBRARY DIVISION, STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


Sec. 2963. Functions, powers and duties—All the functions, powers and duties which 
are now by law vested in, or by law exercised by, the state superintendent of education and 
his appointees, the state high school board and its appointees, and the state library commission 
and its appointees, shall be and the same are hereby vested in, and shall be exercised by the 
state board of education according to the provisions of this act. The said state board of educa- 
tion shall administer all laws relating to state superintendent of public schools, libraries and 
other public educational institutions, except such laws as may relate to the state university 
and to the state normal schools. * * * 


Sec. 5658. Purchase of books—Office—The commission may purchase collections of 
books, to be the property of the state, and used as a state circulating library, from which any 
town, village, or community may borrow under prescribed regulations. It shall divide such 
books into groups, to be known as traveling libraries, catalog and prepare them for circulation, 


and make rules for the conduct of its business, such as shall insure the care, preservation, and 
safe return of all books loaned. Suitable rooms shall be provided in the capitol for its use. 


Sec. 5659. To advise librarians, etc.—Said commission, without charge, shall give ad- 
vice and instruction to the managers of any public library, and to the trustees or agents of any 
village, town, or community entitled to borrow from said collections, upon any matter pertain- 
ing to the organization, maintenance, or administration of libraries. It shall assist, by counsel 
and encouragement, in the formation of libraries where none exist, and may send its members 
to aid in organizing the same, or in improving those already established. 


Sec. 5660. Statistics—Reports—Disbursements—The commission shall keep statistics 
of the free public libraries of the state, and a record of the work done and the books loaned by 
it, and report the same to each regular session of the legislature with a statement of its expendi- 
tures, the use made of the traveling libraries, and such other matters as it deems proper. Upon 
presentation of itemized vouchers, approved by at least three members of the commission the 
state auditor shall issue his warrants for all proper expenditures hereunder. 


IV. COUNTY LIBRARIES (GENERAL) 


Sec. 673. Free county libraries. 1. The board of county commissioners of any county 
in this state is hereby authorized to establish and maintain, at the county seat of any such 
county, or any other city to be determined by said board of county commissioners, a public 
library for the free use of all residents of the county, and may levy a tax not to exceed one mill 
on the dollar of all the taxable property outside of any city or village wherein a free public 
library is located, or which is already taxed for the support of any such library, the proceeds 
of which tax shall be known as the county library fund. 


_ 2. If such county library be not otherwise established, the board of county commis 
sioners, upon the petition of 100 freeholders of the county, shall submit the question of such 
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establishment to the voters at the next county election. If a majority of the votes cast on such 
question be in the affirmative, the board of county commissioners shall establish the library, 
and levy a yearly tax for its support, within the limits fixed by section 1. 


3. If there is a free public library in the county, the board of county commissioners shall 
contract with the board of directors of such library, upon such terms and conditions as may 
be agreed upon between such boards, for the use of such library by all residents of the county, 
and may place under the supervision of the said library board the county library fund, herein- 
before provided for, to be spent by said board for the extension of the free use of said library 
to all residents of the county. Provided, also, that if there is more than one such free public 
library in the county the board of county commissioners may contract with one or all of such 
library boards for such free service if in its judgment advisable. 


4. If there is no free library in such county available for use as a central library of the 
county system, the board of county commissioners shall appoint a board of five directors; of 
said directors first appointed, two shall hold office for three years, two for two years, and one 
for one year from the third Saturday of July following their appointment, the term of office 
being specified by the appointing power; and annually thereafter the board of county commis- 
sioners shall appoint one or two directors for the term of three years and until their successors 
qualify. The powers and duties of such board of directors shall be the same as those of a 
board of directors of any free public library in a city or village, and be governed by the provi- 
sions of sections 4918-4924 of chapter 33 of the General Statutes of Minnesota 1913. (’19 ¢. 


445) 


V. COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 
Laws of 1929, Chapter 324 


Sec. 1. County Board or City Councils may furnish room for Historical Societies— 
That the county board of any county or the governing body of any municipal corporation, or 
public library in the State of Minnesota, are hereby authorized and empowered to furnish a 
room, or rooms, in the court house of the county, or in the municipal building, or public 
library, as the case may be, for the use of the historical society of such county, and to furnish 
light and heat for such room or rooms. 


Sec. 2. Appropriation—That the county board of any county in the State of Minnesota, 
having a population of less than twenty-five thousand inhabitants, according to the last United 
States census, is hereby authorized and empowered to appropriate out of the revenue fund of 
such county, such sum not exceeding one thousand dollars annually, and in counties where 
the population is not less than twenty-five thousand inhabitants nor more than seventy-five 
thousand inhabitants, the county board of such county is hereby authorized to appropriate a 
sum not exceeding the sum of two thousand dollars annually, and in counties where the 
population is more than seventy-five thousand inhabitants the county board is hereby author- 
ized to appropriate a sum not exceeding three thousand dollars annually, as it may deem 
advisable, to be paid to the Historical Society of such counties respectively, to be used for the 
promotion of historical work within the borders thereof, and for the collection, preservation 
and publication of historical material, and to disseminate historical information of the county, 
and in general to defray the expense of carrying on the historical work in such county. 


Provided, that no county board is authorized to appropriate any funds for the benefit of 
any county Historical Society unless such society shall be affiliated with and approved by the 
Minnesota Historical Society. 


Sec. 3. Application—This act shall not affect any other act relating to historical work, 
nor apply to any county which is now authorized by law to make appropriations for such 
work, 





LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 





Vi. COUNTY LAW LIBRARIES 


Sec. 5670. Law Libraries—In counties having a population of two hundred thousand 
or more, the district court may authorize and require the county board, or other body in 
charge of the courthouse, to provide rooms therein for the uses of a law library, whenever 
the owner of any such library shall offer to furnish and maintain the same for a term of at 
least ten years, and to give the free use thereof, under proper regulations, to all the judges 
of the district, municipal, and probate courts of the county, and to all city and county officials 
having offices at the county seat. Upon petition therefor being filed with the clerk, setting 
forth a proposal and plan for the furnishing of such library, and the reasons for accepting 
the same, the court shall fix a time for a hearing thereon, and direct that a copy of its order, 
and of said petition, be served upon the county attorney, and upon the attorney of the city 
constituting the county seat, at least eight.days before the date so fixed. Such attorneys shall 
appear and oppose such petition, if they or either of them believe that the public interests 
would not be subserved by granting the same. The court shall hear all parties appearing, and 
inquire as to the character of the library offered, and as to the ability of its owner to carry out 
the terms of the offer made and to meet the conditions proper to be imposed. If satisfied that 
such library should be installed, the court shall make an order therefor, prescribing the duties 
of the owner in respect thereto, directing that suitable rooms be provided in the courthouse 
for its accommodation with necessary light, heat, and janitor service, and requiring the county 
board and city council to appropriate annually, until the further order of the court, not less 
than twelve hundred dollars nor more than seventeen hundred and fifty dollars for the salary 
of a librarian and other necessary expense of caring for such library; which sum shall be 
apportioned, by the order, between such city and county. The owner shall retain the title and 
management of the library, appoint the librarian thereof, and make rules and regulations for 
its use; but no such rules shall restrict the access of public officials thereto, unless the same are 
approved by a judge of the district court. The library shall be maintained by the owner in 
reasonable repair and efficiency, and upon his failure so to do the court may cancel any or all 
orders made hereunder, and require the library to be removed. The several officials of the 
city and county shall take all necessary steps for carrying out the provision of this section and 
all orders of the court made thereunder. (As amended by Laws of 1931, Chapter 327.) 


Laws of 1933, Chapter 291 


Section 1. Law libraries in certain counties—In each county now or hereafter having 
more than 475,000 inhabitants there may be established a county law library. 


Sec. 2. To be public libraries—The use of such county law library shall be free to the 
judges of the state, to state officials, to all the judges of the district, municipal, and probate 
courts of the county, to all the city and county officials, to the members of the bar, and to the 
inhabitants of the county, under proper regulation. 


Sec. 3. Existing law libraries may be turned over to counties—Ineach county to which 
this Act is applicable when any law library association or corporation owning or maintaining 
a law library at, or convenient to, the courthouse in such county shall give written notice to 
the judges of the district court in and for such county that it will permit the free use of its 
library in accordance with the provisions of Section two (2) of this act upon the payment to 
it of the fees herein provided for, and when the certificate of a majority of such judges setting 
forth the fact that such law library association or corporation will permit such free use of its 
law library shall be filed in the office of the clerk of such district court, such law library shall 
become and be a county law library and entitled to receive the fees herein provided. 


Sec. 4. Fees in civil actions to be collected for upkeep of library—After the filing of 
such certificate, it shall be the duty of the clerk to collect in each civil suit, action, or proceeding 
filed in such court, in the manner in which other fees are collected therein and in addition 
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thereto, as law library fees, the sum of one dollar from the plaintiff or person instituting such 
suit, action, or proceeding at the time of the filing of the first paper therein and the sum of 
one dollar from each defendant, respondent, intervenor, or other party who shall appear 
therein, either separately or jointly, to be collected at the time of the filing of the first paper 
by such defendant, respondent, intervenor, or other party, or at the time when his or their 
appearance is entered in the case. Such law library fees shall be costs in the case and taxable 
as such. 


Sec. 5. Not to apply to certain actions—The provisions of Section four (4) of this Act 
shall not apply to actions commenced by the state or any municipality therein, to garnishment 
proceedings, or to compensation awards. 


Sec. 6. Clerk to pay collections to association monthly —On the first day ofeach month 
the clerk of the court making such collections shall pay to such law library association or cor- 


poration all the law library fees collected for the preceding month, taking its receipt therefor. 


Sec. 7. No fees paid in certain cases—So long as such payments are made by the clerk 
to the law library association or corporation, no cash payments required to be made under the 
provisions of the General Statutes 1923, Section 5670, as amended by Laws 1931, Chapter 327, 
shall be made to such law library association or corporation. 


Sec. 8. Library association to retain title and management — The law library associa- 
tion or corporation shall retain the title and management of the county law library, appoint the 
librarian thereof, and make rules and regulations for its use, which may provide that no books 
shall be removed from the library except by the judges of the district, municipal and probate 
courts of the county, without the payment of such dues or making such deposit as the law 
library association or corporation may provide. 


Sec. 9. Library association to maintain library—The county law library shall be main- 
tained by the law library association or corporation in a manner satisfactory to a majority of 
the judges of the district court in and for such county. Upon its failure so to do, whenever a 
certificate of a majority of the judges of the district court in and for such county setting forth 
the fact that the law library association or corporation has so failed is filed with the clerk of 
said court, the law library fees herein provided for shall cease, and such law library shall 
thereafter be subject to such laws for its support as exist at the date of the passage of this Act. 


Sec. 10. To become public library when—When any law library association or corpo- 
ration owning such a library shall give the written notice provided in Section 3 hereof, said 
library shall become a public library as provided in Sections 1 and 2 hereof but such public 
use of said library and the support thereof as herein provided shall cease at the end of one year 
from the commencement of such arrangement, except in the event hereinafter set out. 


Sec. 11. Liquidation of library association—If and when during said one year period 
at least 959% of the stockholders of such association or corporation shall deposit with the 
District Court of said County their shares of stock endorsed to said county so that title to 95°% 
of the stock of said association shall be vested in said county, it shall thereupon become the 
duty of the officers of said corporation to bring an action in the District Court of said County 
to liquidate said corporation. The owners of the remaining stock not endorsed to said county 
shall be made defendants and the court upon the hearing or trial of said action shall decree a 
dissolution of said corporation and shall decree to said stockholders who have not endorsed 
their stock to said county such portion of the assets of said corporation in kind in proportion 
as the number of shares owned by such stockholders bears to the whole number of stock 
outstanding. Such division shall be made by the court or by a referee appointed by the court 
for that purpose. Upon such division being made all of the personal property of such library 
association or corporation, except the portion so allotted to said stockholders, shall become the 
property of said county and said library shall thereafter be owned and maintained by said 
county in the manner following. 





107 LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 





Sec. 12. County board may provide for maintenance in certain cases—For the support 
of said library there shall be allotted the fees prescribed in Section 4 herein and such other 
amounts as are now provided by law; provided, however, that the board of county commis- 
sioners of such county may, in their discretion, provide for the support and maintenance of 
such county law library out of county funds, and if such provision for such support and 
maintenance is made the county commissioners shall certify that fact to the Clerk of the 
District Court of such county, and thereupon the collection of fees provided for in Section 4 
hereof shall cease. 


Sec. 13. Board of law library trustees to manage library — The management of said 
library shall be under a Board of Law Library Trustees to be chosen for the terms and in the 
manner following: 


Said board shall consist of seven members; 
Two district judges of said county to be selected by the District Judges of said county; 


One municipal judge to be selected by the Municipal Judges of the principal city in said 
county; 

Three members of the bar to be elected by the members of stockholders of the oldest 
incorporated bar association in said county; 


One member of the Board of County Commissioners to be selected by said County Board 
annually at its annual election of officers of said Board. 


Sec. 14. Term of office—All members of said Trustees except the County Commissioner 
shall hold office for four years except the first Board, which shall be divided into two classes, 
with three trustees in each class, one class holding office for four years and one class holding 
office for two years. Immediately after the selection and election of said Trustees they shall 
be divided into said classes by lot. 


Sec. 15. Title of library to be in county—The title to said library shall be in said county 
and said Board of Trustees may sue and be sued in the name of said county. Said Trustees shall 
serve without compensation. The board shall elect one of their number president and the 
librarian shall act as secretary. Said Board shall have authority to appoint a librarian and such 
assistants and clerical help as may be necessary and to fix their compensation. 


Sec. 16. Fees to be paid to county treasurer—The Clerk of the District Court of said 
county shall thereafter pay all the library fees collected by him, pursuant to Section 4 thereof, 
to the County Treasurer of said County, who is hereby authorized to disburse the same and 
any other moneys belonging to said library, upon the order of said Trustees to pay the neces- 
sary expenses of said library. 


Laws of 1935, Chapter 184 


Section 1. Law library established—tIn each county now or hereafter having not less 
than 220,000 and not more than 330,000 inhabitants, there is hereby established a Law Library. 


Sec. 2. Who may use—The use of such Law Library shall be free to the Judges of the 
state, to state officials, to all the Judges of the District, Municipal and Probate Courts of the 
county, to all the city and county officials, to the members of the bar, and to the inhabitants 
of the county, under proper regulation. 


Sec. 3. Law library fees—It shall be the duty of the Clerk of the District Court of such 
county to collect in each civil suit, action or proceeding filed in such court, in the manner in 
which other fees are collected therein and in addition thereto, as Law Library fees, the sum of 
50 cents from the plaintiff or person instituting such suit, action or proceeding, at the time 
of the filing of the first paper therein, and the sum of 50 cents from the defendant or other 
adverse or intervening party, or any one or more of several defendants, or other adverse of 
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intervening parties appearing separately from the others to be collected when his or their 
appearance is entered in such action or proceeding or when the first paper on his or their 
part is filed therein; provided that for the period of one year from the passage of this act the 
fee shall in each case be one dollar instead of 50 cents. Such Law Library fees shall be costs in 
the case, and taxable as such, and shall be allotted for the support of said library. 


Sec. 4. Limitations—The provisions of section 3 of this act shall not apply to actions 
or proceedings commenced by the state or any municipality therein, to garnishment proceed- 
ings, to the filing of transcripts, to compensation awards or to complaints in intervention in 
receivership proceedings. 


Sec. 5. Fees to be paid to County Treasurer—On the first day of each month the Clerk 
of the Court making collection of such fees shall pay the same to the County Treasurer of said 
county, taking his receipt therefor, and said County Treasurer is authorized and directed upon 
itemized vouchers approved by the Board of Law Library Trustees to disburse the same and 
any other money belonging to said Board to pay the necessary expenses of equipping and 
maintaining said Library. 


Sec. 6. Law library trustees—The management of said Law Library shall be under a 
Board of Law Library Trustees, who shall serve without compensation, to be chosen for the 
terms and in the manner following: Said Board shall consist of seven members, namely, two 
District Judges of said County to be selected by the District Judges thereof; one Municipal 
Judge to be selected by the Municipal Judges of the principal city in said county; three 
members of the bar to be elected by the oldest bar association in said county affiliated with the 
Minnesota State Bar Association in the manner provided in the by-laws of said County Bar 
Association; one member of the Board of County Commissioners to be selected by said County 
Board annually at its annual election of officers of said board, except that the first selection 
of said County Board shall be made as soon after the establishment of the public Law Library 
as practicable. 


All members of said Board of Law Library Trustees except the County Commissioner 
shall hold office for four years, except the first board, which shall be divided into two classes, 
with three trustees in each class, one class holding office for four years, and one class holding 
office for two years. Immediately after the selection and election of said trustees they shall be 
divided into said classes by lot. 


The Board of Law Library Trustees shall elect one of their members president and 
another member secretary, and the board shall have authority to appoint a librarian and such 
assistants and clerical help as may be necessary, and to fix their compensation and to provide 
rules and regulations for the management thereof. 


Sec. 7. May acquire libraries—The Board of Law Library Trustees in the name of the 
County may acquire and maintain such library by gift, grant, donation, bequest, purchase, 
lease or loan, and title to such library shall vest and be in said county. Said Board of Law 
Library Trustees may sell or exchange such items in said library to such persons and upon 
such terms as said board may deem best. 


Laws of 1937, Chapter 129 


Section 1. Purchase of law library by board of county commissioners of certain coun- 
ties authorized—That the board of county commissioners of any county now having an 
assessed valuation excluding moneys and credits in excess of $22,800,000, and having a popula- 
tion of not less than 27,000 or more than 28,000 inhabitants according to the last federal census, 
and having not less than go nor more than g2 full and fractional townships, and not containing 
within its limits a city of the first class, and not possessing a county law library, may purchase 
such books and legal works and publications as will comprise a library for the use of officials 
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of the county, the judges of the district court and other courts and attorneys at law, and the 
library so acquired shall thereafter be maintained by the county. 


Sec. 2. Books to be purchased on approval of judges—No purchase of books shall be 
made without the approval of a majority of the judges of the district in which the county is 
situated with respect to the kinds of works to be purchased. A part of the amount which can 
be so expended may be used for shelving and equipment of the library. The library shall be 
maintained in the county courthouse or elsewhere in the county seat. The county board may 
make such regulations as may be necessary or advisable respecting the use of the library. 


Sec. 3. Limitations of expenditures—The initial expenditure to be made for such pur- 
pose shall not exceed the sum of $4,000, and the annual cost of the maintenance of the library, 
including the cost of volumes supplementing sets first purchased, shall not exceed $500.00. 
Certificates of indebtedness of the county may be issued by the county board to the persons 
from whom books for the library may be purchased for the whole or a part of the consider- 
ation, which certificates shall be payable on or before ten years from the date of issuance and 
shall bear annual interest at a rate not exceeding six per cent per annum. 


Vil. MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES 


Sec. 1186. Council—Powers—Ordinances—The village council shall be composed of 
five members, of whom three shall be a quorum, and shall have power to adopt, amend, or 
repeal all such ordinances, rules, and by-laws as it shall deem expedient for the following 
purposes: 


* * * * * * * * * 


14. Libraries—To establish and maintain public libraries and reading rooms, purchase 
books and periodicals therefor, and make needful rules for the safe-keeping and handling of 
the same. 


(Note: Applies to villages organized under Revised Laws of 1905.) 


Sec. 1591. Library board may extend privileges to counties and villages— Any public 
library board in any city of this state having a population of fifty thousand inhabitants or 
over, whether such board was created by and under the General Laws or by special act of 
the legislature, may enter into arrangement with the authorities of the county within which 
it is located, or with the authorities of any adjoining county, or with the authorities of any 
village within any such county, whereby the inhabitants of any such county, counties or 
villages, may secure the privileges of using the library and museums of any such library board, 
and the authorities of any such county, counties or villages are hereby authorized to defray 
the expenses any such arrangement may involve. 


Sec. 1592. One mill tax for library board—There may be annually levied by, or for the 
benefit of any public library board in any city of this state, having a population of fifty 
thousand inhabitants or over, whether such board was created by and under the General Laws 
or by special act of the legislature, a tax of not to exceed one mill upon each dollar of the 
property in such city, as the value of such property has been assessed and determined for the 
purposes of general taxation. 


Sec. 1942. Bonds, for what purposes—When the governing body of any municipality 
shall have resolved that it is expedient to borrow money, for one or more of the purposes 
hereinafter named, and to an amount which will not increase its net indebtedness beyond 
the limit fixed by law, and a proposal so to do, if required by law, shall have been duly 
submitted to and approved by the voters thereof, the bonds of such corporation may be issued 
and sold, conformably to the provisions of this chapter, to the amount so authorized, as 
follows: 
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1. Cities, villages, and boroughs—In the case of a city, village or borough * * * for 
establishing and maintaining * * * libraries, museums, and art galleries * * * 


Sec. 5661. Establishment and maintenance—Tax—The governing body of any city or 
village may establish and maintain a public library and reading room or either of them for 
the use of its inhabitants, and by ordinance may set apart for the benefit thereof real estate or 
other public property of the municipality. In villages and cities of the second, third and 
fourth classes, it may levy an annual tax of not more than three mills, and in cities of the 
first class of not more than one mill, on the dollar, of all taxable property therein, the proceeds 
of which tax shall be known as the library fund. 


Sec. 5662. When established by vote—Existing libraries—If such library or reading 
room be not otherwise established, the governing body of the municipality, upon the petition 
of fifty freeholders thereof, shall submit the question of such establishment to the voters at 
the next municipal election. If two-thirds of the votes cast on said question be in the affirma- 
tive, the governing body shall establish the library or reading room, and levy a yearly tax for 
its support, within the limits fixed by Section 5661. All public libraries and reading rooms 
heretofore established and now existing in cities or villages are continued, and all ordinances 
setting apart public property for their support are hereby confirmed. Nothing in this chapter 
shall be construed as abridging any power or duty in respect to libraries conferred by any 
city or village charter. 


Sec. 5663. Directors—Term—Removal—When any such library or reading room is 
established, the mayor of the city or president of the village, with the approval of the council, 
shall appoint a board of nine directors, but not more than one of whom shall at any time be a 
member of such governing body. One-third of the members shall hold office for one year, 


one-third for two years, and one-third for three years from the third Saturday of July follow- 
ing their appointment, the term of office of each being specified by the appointing power; and 
annually thereafter such mayor or president shall appoint three directors for the term of three 
years and until their successors qualify. Such mayor or president, by and with the consent 
of the council, may remove any director for misconduct or neglect. 


Sec. 5664. Vacancies—Compensation—Vacancies in the board of directors shall be 
reported to the council, and filled by like appointment for the unexpired term. Directors shall 
receive no compensation for their services as such. 


Sec. 5665. Organization of board—Rules, etc.—Immediately after appointment, such 
board shall organize by electing one of its number as president and one as secretary, and from 
time to time it may appoint such other officers and employees as it deems necessary. The 
secretary, before entering upon his duties, shall give bond to the municipality in an amount 
fixed by the directors, conditioned for the faithful discharge of his official duties. The board 
shall adopt such by-laws and regulations for the government of the library and reading room 
and for the conduct of its business as may be expedient and conformable to law. It shall have 
exclusive control of the expenditure of all moneys collected for or placed to the credit of the 
library fund, of the construction of library buildings, and of the grounds, rooms, and buildings 
provided for library purposes. But all moneys received for such library shall be paid into the 
city or village treasury, to be credited to the library fund, to be kept separate from other 
moneys of the municipality, and be paid out only upon itemized vouchers approved by the 
board. The board may lease rooms for library use, fix the compensation of employees, and 
remove any of them at pleasure. With the approval of the council, the board may purchase 
grounds and erect a library building thereon. 


Sec. 5666. Nonresidents—Contract to loan books—Tax—Any board of directors may 
admit to the benefits of its library persons not residing within the municipality, under such 
regulations, and upon such conditions as to payment and security, as it shall by rule prescribe. 
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Said board may also contract with the board of county commissioners of the county in 
which the library is situated or of adjacent counties, or with the village trustees or governing 
body of any neighboring town, city or village to loan books of said library, either singly or in 
traveling libraries, to the residents of said county, town, city or village, upon such terms as 
shall be agreed upon in such contract. 


All such boards or officers shall have the power to contract with the board of directors 
of any free public library for the use of said library by the people of the county, town, city or 
village not having the use of a free library, upon the same terms and conditions as those 
granted to residents in the city or village where the library is located, and to pay such library 
board such an amount annually as may be agreed upon therefor, and such county, town, city 
or village board may establish a library fund by levying an annual tax of not over one mill 
on the dollar of all the taxable property outside of any city or village wherein a free public 
library is located or which is already taxed for the support of any such library. 


Sec. 5667. Directors now in office—Report—The directors of any such library or read- 
ing room in office under existing laws shall so continue until the expiration of their terms, 
but their successors shall be appointed and vacancies filled under the provision of this chapter. 
At the first regular meeting of the board following the third Saturday of July in each year, 
the board shall report to the governing body of the municipality all amounts received during 
the preceding year, and the sources thereof, the amounts expended, and for what purposes, 
the number of books on hand, the number purchased and loaned, and such other information 
as it deems advisable. A copy of such report shall be filed with the state library commission. 
But nothing in this section shall apply to libraries in cities of the first class. 


Sec. 5668. Title to property—Free use—All property given, granted, conveyed, donated, 
devised, or bequeathed to, or otherwise acquired by, any municipality for a library or reading 
room shall vest in, and be held in the name of, such municipality, and any conveyance, grant, 
donation, devise, bequest, or gift made to or in the name of any public library or library board 
shall be deemed to have been made directly to such municipality. Every library and reading 
room established under this chapter shall be forever free to the use of the inhabitants of the 
municipality, subject to such reasonable regulations as the directors may adopt. 


Sec. 5669. Gifts, etc-—Contracts—With the consent of the governing body of any 
city or village, expressed by ordinance or resolution, and within the limitations of this chapter 
as to the rate of taxation, the library board may accept any gift, grant, devise, or bequest made 
or offered by any person for library purposes, or for the establishment, enlargement, or main- 
tenance of an art gallery or museum in connection with its library, and may carry out the 
conditions of such donation. And the municipality in all such cases is authorized to acquire 
a site, levy a tax, and pledge itself by ordinance or resolution to a perpetual compliance with 
all the terms and conditions of the gift, grant, devise, or bequest so accepted. All ordinances 
adopted in reference to such donations prior to the taking effect of the Revised Laws are 
hereby legalized and confirmed. 


Sec. 8090. Purposes of express trusts—Duration—Express trusts may be created for 
any of the following purposes: ** * 7. Any city or village may receive, by grant, gift, devise, 
or bequest, and take charge of, invest, and administer, free from taxation, in accordance with 
the terms of the trust, real or personal property, or both, for the benefit of any public library, 
or any public cemetery, or any public park, located in, or within ten miles of, such city or 
village, or for the purpose of establishing or maintaining a kindergarten or other school or 
institution of learning therein. 


Laws of 1933, Chapter 176 


Sec. 1. Certain villages and towns to establish portable and circulating libraries— 
The board of supervisors of any organized town containing 5 or more government townships, 
and having a total population including villages therein which are not separated from the 
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town for election and assessment purposes, of 15,000 inhabitants, may establish and maintain 
a portable circulating library for the education, benefit and welfare of the people of such town. 


For this purpose the board may purchase and equip a motor vehicle and may furnish a 
driver, a librarian, and such further clerical assistance as it shall deem reasonably necessary 
for the maintenance of such library, and the library board of such village is hereby authorized 
to cooperate with the town in the maintenance thereof, and to loan books and periodicals to 
the town on such terms as it shall prescribe. 


All expenditures made for the purpose of this Act shall be within and not above the 
limitations now prescribed by law for the general fund of such town. 


Sec. 2. Expenditures legalized—Expenditures heretofore made by the town board of 
any such town for the purposes authorized by this Act are hereby validated and legalized. 


Vill. SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
General Provisions 


Sec. 2800. Additional powers of meetings in common school districts—In addition to 
the foregoing powers, any common school district at its annual meeting, or at a special meet- 
ing when proper notice has been given, may vote a sufficient fund for maintenance of its 
schools and for all other proper purposes, appoint a librarian, and make rules for the use and 
management of the library, and direct the school board to make designated improvements to 
school property, and to provide free textbooks for the schools. 


Sec. 3015. Schools may provide libraries—Maintenance—Every school district may 
provide library facilities as part of its school equipment, according to the standards of the 
State Board of Education. 


Sec. 3016. School board to vote funds—The school board of any school district may 
vote sufficient funds for the maintenance of the school library, appoint a librarian, and make 
rules for the use and management of the library. 


Sec. 3017. Cities and villages may maintain libraries—In cities and villages of less than 
two thousand people, not levying a tax for public library purposes, the school board may 
maintain a public library for the use of all residents of the district, and provide ample and 
suitable rooms for its use in the school building and in any independent school district embrac- 
ing any such village, where a library building has been erected with funds donated for library 
purposes the school district may levy an annual tax of not more than three mills, the proceeds 
of which tax shall be used for the support and maintenance of said library and shall be known 
as the library fund. 

Upon a library being so established in any such school district whose library building has 
been erected with funds acquired by gift or donation, the school board is empowered to 
appoint a library board of nine members of which each member of the school board shall be 
a member ex officio. 


In any such school district by gift or donation, the school board is empowered to appoint 
a library board of nine members of which each member of the school board shall be a member 
ex officio. The remaining members of such library board shall be appointed by the school 
board, one of which remaining members shall hold office for one year, one for two years and 
one for three years, from the first Saturday of September following their appointment, the 
term of office of each being specified in such appointment; annually thereafter such school 
board shall appoint a member of the library board for the term of three years and until his suc- 
cessor shall qualify. Such school board may remove any member so appointed for misconduct 
or neglect. Vacancies in such board shall be filled by appointment for the unexpired term. 
Members of such board shall receive no compensation for their services as such. 
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Immediately after appointment such board shall organize by electing one of its members 
as president and one as secretary and from time to time it may appoint such other officers 
and employees as it deems necessary. The secretary before entering upon his duties shall give 
bond to the school district in an amount fixed by the library board conditioned for the faithful 
discharge of his official duties. The library board shall adopt such by-laws and regulations 
for the government of the library and reading room and for the conduct of its business as 
may be expedient and conformable to law. It shall have exclusive control of the expenditures 
of all money collected for or placed to the credit of the library funds, and of the rooms and 
buildings provided for library purposes. All moneys received for such library fund shall be 
kept in the treasury of the school district credited to the library fund and be paid out only 
upon itemized vouchers approved by the library board. The library board may fix the com- 
pensation of employees and remove any of them at pleasure. 


All books or other property given, granted, conveyed, donated, devised or bequeathed to 
or purchased by such library shall vest in and be held in the name of such school district. 
Every library and reading room established hereunder shall be free to the use of the inhabi- 
tants of the school district, subject to such reasonable regulations as the directors may adopt. 


When so established no such library shall be abandoned without a two-thirds majority 
vote of the electors cast at any annual or special school meeting called for the purpose. 


When so established, in cases where the building has been erected with funds so donated, 
no such library shall be abandoned without a two-thirds majority vote of the electors cast at 
any annual or special school meeting called for the purpose. (As amended by Laws of 1929, 
Chapter 210.) 


Sec. 3018. State department of education to furnish list of books—The State Depart- 
ment of Education shall from time to time prepare and amend a list of books suitable for 


school libraries, including dictionaries and other books of reference, histories and works of 
biography, literature, political economy, agriculture, travel and science. 


Sec. 3019. State to pay one-half—Upon receiving from any district a certified state- 
ment, approved by the county superintendent showing the purchase of books specified and 
included in the list prepared under the foregoing section, the appointment of a librarian for 
each library and making of proper provisions for the care thereof, and for the free circulation 
of books suitable for circulation, the State Commissioner of Education shall furnish such dis- 
trict a requisition on the state auditor for one-half the purchase price, within the limitation of 
(5) Sec. 3028, Sec. 3019, Mason’s Minnesota Statutes, and Chap. 288, Laws of 1935, Sec. 2. 


Sec. 3020. School and village libraries may combine—Any school board may contract 
with the board of any approved county, city or village library to become a branch of said 
public library and to receive therefrom library books suited to the needs of the pupils in the 
school and for the community, according to the standards established in the rules of the State 
Board of Education. In the event of such contract between the school board and the public 
library board, such school board may place in the public library such books belonging to the 
school library as may be more useful in the public library for students and the community, 
and such school board shall annually pay to such library board, the school library book fund 
and the state library aid to which such school district is entitled. All books purchased by such 
public library from funds provided by the school district or state school library aid shall be 
selected from the state list for school libraries. 


In the event of the making of such contract, a librarian shall be employed who meets the 
standards of the State Board of Education and the school board and library board may jointly 
employ such librarian who may spend her time partly in the school and partly in the library. 


Sec. 3028. State aid for equalizing educational opportunities—Any school district or 
unorganized territory may receive aid for the purchase of library books not to exceed one-half 
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the amount expended or fifty cents ($.50) per pupil in average daily attendance during the 
preceding year for five hundred (500) pupils, nor to exceed one-fourth the amount expended 
or twenty-five cents ($.25) per additional pupil in average daily attendance during the preced- 
ing year in such school district or unorganized territory. (As amended by Laws of 1935, 
Chapter 288.) 


IX. CERTIFICATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIAN 


Sec. 2900-6, ““(b). The High School Standard Special Certicate shall qualify any 
person to teach in the special fields of Agriculture, Home Training, Industrial Arts, Commer- 
cial Subjects, Physical Education, Music or Fine Arts, or such other special field as the needs 
of the schools may, from time to time, require and to act as school librarian.* It shall show in 
which one or ones of the special fields aforesaid the holder is authorized to teach and shall 
qualify him to teach in such special fields in any high school or elementary school. Such 
certificate may also indicate other high school subjects in which the holder has had training 
equivalent to that required in the academic field and shall qualify him to teach the same. Such 
certificates shall be issued to any person holding the degree of the College of Education of the 
University of Minnesota or of a Minnesota State Teachers College, granted by virtue of the 
completion of its course in the special field as to which he applies for a certificate to teach. 


The High School Standard Special Certificate may be issued to any person holding the 
degree of a liberal arts college of this state, accredited and approved by the State Board of 
Education, granted by virtue of the completion of its course for the training of high school 
teachers in the special field as to which he applies for certificate to teach, provided that the 
course leading to such degree shall meet the requirements of the State Board of Education in 


such field. 


The High School Standard Special Certificate may be issued to any person holding a 
diploma or degree of a technical training institution of this state, granted by virtue of the 
completion of a course therein which said board shall find to be substantially equivalent, with 
respect to such special subject or subjects, to the course of said College of Education for 
training of teachers therein, provided that such institution shall be accredited and approved 


by said board. 


Provided that the State Board of Education shall have authority to issue special certifi- 
cates to vocational teachers who present such qualifications of training and experience as meet 
the requirements of the Federal Board of Vocational Education or the special needs of the 
several vocational fields.” (As amended by Laws of 1929, Chapter 388 as amended by Laws 
of 1935, Chapter 330.) 


RETIREMENT OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


Sec. 2936. Construction of various terms in determining pensioners—The word 
teacher as used in this act shall include any teacher, supervisor, principal, superintendent or 
librarian employed in any educational or administrative capacity in the public schools of 
Minnesota, or in any educational, correctional, or charitable institution supported wholly or 
in part by this state, excepting those employed in the University of Minnesota. The term 
“member of the Fund Association,” wherever used in this act, shall mean and include every 
teacher (as herein defined) who shall contribute to the Teachers’ Insurance and Retirement 
Fund by the payment of the dues hereinafter provided by this act. 


* Italics denote underlining in original statute. 
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X. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 
Injury to Library Property 


Sec. 10428. Injury to articles in museum— Every person who shall maliciously cut, ‘tear, 
deface, soil, obliterate, break, or destroy a book, map, chart, picture, engraving, statue, coin, 
model, apparatus, specimen, or other work of literature, or object of art or curiosity, deposited 
in a public library, gallery, museum, collection, fair, or exhibition, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the state prison for not more than three years, or in a county jail for not 
more than one year, or by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars, or by both. 
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Government publications, see Public documents 


Governor: 
Appoints state librarian.................... 142 
Approves petitions, transfer records to Minne- 
sota historical society.................. 8008-2 


Historical societies, County, see County 
historical societies 





113 
103, 104 
110 


103 
103, 104 


105-109 
109, 110 
111, 112 
112 
112 


102 
108 


107-109 

104, 109, 111 
103 

109-111 

112 

113 

113 

102 


102 


103, 104 


105-107 
111 
113 
113 


108 
111 
112, 113 
102 


102 


103 





SECTION 
Historical society, see Minnesota historical 
society 
Injury: 
Books, state library 
Library property 


Judges of the district court, see District court 

Justices of the supreme court, see Supreme court 

Law libraries, County, see County law libraries 

Law library, see State library 

Law library associations L 1933 Ch 2918 3,6thrull 105, 106 


as Ci ceccakedassneeeanied L 1933 Ch 291 S 3 thru 7, 
9, 10, 12, 16, L 1935 Ch 
184 8 3, 4, 5 105-108 
See also Appropriations 


Leases: 
ROUGy WW TERPION. ... . 0c ccacccccccacees L 1935 Ch 18487 
Municipal libraries 


Librarians: 
County law 5670, L 1933 Ch 291 S 8, 
15, L 1935 Ch 18486 106-108 
Library division, State department of education 
to advise 103 
Municipal 5 110 
Portable, circulating libraries 112 
School-public library contracts............3020 113 
School 2800, 3016, 3019, 3020, 
2900-6 ‘““‘b, 2936 112-114 
School district public é 113 
State 102 


Libraries, County, see County libraries (General) 
Library aid, see State library aid 

Library board, see Board of directors, Library 
Library commission, see State library commission 


Library division, State department of education . 2963, 5658, 5659, 5660 
Files copies, municipal library reports 
See also State department of education 


Library fund: 


673-1, 673-3, 5666 104, 111 
5661, 5665, 5666 111 
113 
School district public 113 
See also Appropriations 


Library list, see State list of books 


Liquidation, law library associations 





SECTION 
Loss of books, state library 


Mayor, appoints and removes directors, 
municipal library board 


Minnesota historical society 


Moneys collected: 
Law library fees L 1933 Ch 291 S 3 thru 7, 
9, 10, 12, 16, L 1935 Ch 
184 8 3, 4,5 
Municipal libraries 5665, 5667 
School district public libraries 
State library 


Municipal governing body: 
Appropriates money, county law libraries 5670 
Appropriates property, municipal libraries. .. .5661, 5662 
Approves appointments and removals, munici- 
pal library board 
Approves municipal library gifts 
Approves petitions, transfer records to 
Minnesota historical society 
Approves purchase, municipal library grounds 
and erection of buildings 
Contracts for library service 1591, 5666 
Enforces provisions, county (seat) law libraries. 5670 
Establishes and maintains municipal libraries. 1186-14, 1942-1, 5661, 5662 
Portable, circulating L 1933 Ch 17681 
Issues bonds, municipal libraries 


Levies tax, municipal libraries 1592, 5661, 5662, 5666 
Provides room, county historical societies L 1929 Ch 32481 


Municipal libraries 1186-14, 1591, 1592, 1942-1, 
5661 thru 5669, 8090, L 
1933 Ch 176 S 1, 2 
See also School district public libraries 


Municipal property, see Property 
Museums 
Nonresidents, municipal library service 


Officers: 
Board of directors, Library 
Municipal 
School district public 
Board of law library trustees L 1933 Ch 291 S 15, 
L 1935 Ch 184 8 6 


Organization of libraries, see Establishment of 
libraries 


Petitions: 
Establishment of county law libraries 
Establishment of county libraries 
Establishment of municipal libraries 
Transferring records to Minnesota historical 
society 


102 


110 
102, 103 


105-108 
110, 111 
113 
102 


105 
110 


110 
111 


103 


110 
109, 111 
105 

109, 110 
111, 112 
109, 110 
109-111 
104 


109-112 


109-111, 115 
110 


110 
113 


107, 108 


105 
103, 104 
110 


103 





SECTION PAGE 
Portable, circulating libraries L 1933 Ch 176 § 1, 2 111, 112 
President of village, appoints and removes 
directors, municipal library board 110 

Property: 

Library, injury 115 

Municipal, for libraries 5661, 5662, 5665, 5668 110, 

School district, for public libraries 113 

Transfer, law library associations to county... L 1933 Ch 291 S 11 106 
Public documents: 

Distribution and exchange 102 

Preservation 102 
Public libraries, see Municipal libraries 
Public property, see Property 


Public records, see Records, Public 


Purchase of books: 
County law libraries L 1937 Ch 129 § 1, 2, 3 
Library division, State department of education.5658 
III, oid) c bse comnws ccdmaats 1186-14, 3020 
School district public libraries 
A. o0ite-cetsantesessabeeeens 3019, 3020, 3028 
State library 141, 143, 144 


Purchase of property: 
County law libraries L 1935 Ch 184 § 7, L 1937 
Ch 12983 
II, So ci cewses cnvededouswnd 5665 
Portable, circulating L 1933 Ch 1768 1 
School district public libraries 


Real estate, see Property 
Records, state librarian 


Records, Public: 
Copies as evidence in court 
Custodianship by Minnesota historical society.8008-1 
How transferred to Minnesota historical society.8008-2 


Regulations, see Rules and regulations 


Removals: 
Board of directors, Library 
Municipal 
School district public 
Librarian and staff 
Municipal 
School district public 


Reports: 
Library division, State department of educa- 
cation to legislature 
Municipal library board to library division, 
state department of education and to 
governing body 





SECTION 


Retirement, school librarians 


Rules and regulations: 
County law libraries 5670, L 1933 Ch 291 S 8, L 
1935 Ch 184 8 6, L 1937 105, 106, 
Ch 129 S 2 108, 109 
Library division, State department of education.5658 103 
Municipal libraries 1186-14, 5665, 5668 109-111 
School libraries 112, 113 
School district public libraries 113 
State library 102 


Salaries: 
Librarian and staff 
County law 5670, L 1933 Ch 291 § 15, 
L 1935 Ch 1848 6 105, 107, 108 
Municipal 110 
School district public 113 
102 
Not allowed: 
Board of directors, Library 
Municipal 110 
School district public 112 
Board of law library trustees L 1933 Ch 2918S 15, L 1935 
Ch 1848 6 107, 108 


Sale of books, state library 141, 143, 144 102 
Sale of items, county law libraries L 1935 Ch 18487 108 
School board 3016, 3017, 3020 112, 113 


School district: 
Establishes and maintains school district 
public libraries 
Establishes and maintains school libraries. . . .2800, 3015, 3016 
Levies tax, school district public libraries 3017 
Requests state library aid, purchase of library 
3019, 3028 


School district property, see Property 
School district public libraries 112, 113 
School libraries 112-114 


School library book fund, see Library fund— 
School 


Staff: 


County law libraries L 1933 Ch 291 8 15, L 1935 
Ch 184 S 6} 107, 108 
Municipal libraries 110 
Portable, circulating 112 
School district public libraries 113 
State library 102 


State aid, Library, see State library aid 





SECTION 
State auditor: 
Library division, State department of education 
expenditures 
State library aid 


State board of education, governs library division, 
state department of education 


State circulating library, see Traveling libraries 


State commissioner of education, see Commis- 
sioner of education 


State department of education, prepares state 
list of books 
See also Commissioner of education; Library 
division, State department of education 


State historical society, see Minnesota historical 
society 


State librarian 142, 143, 144 
State library 141 thru 145 


State library aid 3019, 3020, 3028 


State library commission, functions vested in 
State board of education 
See also Library division, State department of 
education 


State list of books 


State superintendent of education, functions 
vested in State board of education 
See also Commissioner of education 


Statistics: 


Compiled by library division, state department 

of education 103 
Municipal library reports, to library division, 

state department of education 111 


Supreme court, governs state library 102 


Tax levies: 


County libraries 673-1, 673-2, 5666 103, 104, 111 
Municipal libraries 1592, 5661, 5662, 5666, 

5669, 3017 109-112 
School district public libraries 112 


Terms of office: 
Board of directors, Library 
104 
Municipal 110 
School district public 112 
Board of law library trustees L 1933 Ch 291 § 14, 
L 1935 Ch 184 S 6 107, 108 
State librarian and assistant 102 





SECTION 
Title to property: 
County law libraries L 1933 Ch 291 § 15, 
L 1935 Ch 1848 7 107, 108 
Municipal libraries 111 
Township libraries, see Portable, circulating 
libraries 


Traveling libraries 103, 111 


Traveling library, see Library division, State 
department of education 


Trustees, Library, see Board of directors, Library; 
Board of law library trustees 


Trusts, municipal libraries 


Vacancies: 
Board of directors, Library 
Municipal 110, 111 
School district public 112 


Village council, see Municipal governing body 


Village trustees, see Municipal governing body 





